Close reading questions for “Eleven” by Sandra Cisneros

1. Why might the story both begin and end with the narrator’s counting backwards from eleven to one: “you’re eleven, you’re also ten, and nine, and eight . . . .”(2-3)?

2. What is significant about the number eleven? Why might this represent such an important birthday?

3. Why does the narrator continue to repeat the words “stupid” and “dumb”? How does this repetition create tension in the story?

4. How does the narrator’s choice of similes in the third paragraph (19 – 23)  add to her characterization?

5. What literary devices are present in the first sentence of paragraph 13 (69 – 71)? How is this sentence reflective of Rachel’s narrative voice?

6. How does story shift between interior monologue and dialogue? What is the effect?

7. Why can Rachel not tell Mrs. Price that the sweater doesn’t belong to her? Does the narrator’s use of language (her choice of similes, for instance) help us anticipate her timidity? 

8. What parts of the story are examples of Rachel’s maturity and wisdom beyond her years?

9. What does Rachel mean when she says, “[I]t’s too late” (120)? What tone or attitude is reflected here?

10.  How might parts of the passage be particularly reflective of a female narrative?

