Vocabulary







Name_________________________

Country Music

Southern Culture






Date________________Period_____

I.  Terms

  1.  old-time string band—musical performance group composed of several musicians playing 

stringed instruments; usually consisting of guitar, banjo, and fiddle; very popular in the early 
20th century

  2.  banjo—five-string relative of the guitar; brought from Africa by slaves during colonial period; 
consists of a drum-like body with a neck and strings; originally called the banjar

  3.  phonograph—record player; sometimes called a Victrola; became popular in the 1920s; played 
78 rpm records (78s) 
  4.  Grand Ole Opry—world’s longest running radio show; first aired in 1925 on WSM; weekly 
Saturday night musical variety show that became a magnet for aspiring country music stars; 
broadcast from the Ryman Auditorium from 1943 to 1974 (the golden years of the Opry); 
features a wide variety of veteran and contemporary artists
  5.  WSM—Nashville, Tennessee radio station that began broadcasting in 1925; 650AM; 50,000 watt 
clear channel station that reaches much of eastern North America; home of the Grand Ole 
Opry
  6.  dobro—guitar fitted with a metal resonator designed to amplify its volume; usually played in a 
horizontal position with a slide (steel); dobro was originally a brand name
  7.  honky-tonk—style of country music that originated in the mid 1940s; song themes included marital 
infidelity, loneliness, alcoholism, and self-pity; often featured guitar (acoustic and electric), piano, 
fiddle, bass, drums, and steel guitar; singing style was sometimes very nasal
  8.  pedal steel guitar—horizontal table-like electric stringed instrument that uses foot pedals and 
knee 
levers to alter the pitch of selected strings; played with finger picks and a slide (steel); often has two 
“necks,” each having ten strings; a descendant of the dobro and Hawaiian steel guitar
  9.  Nudie suit—elaborate rhinestone-studded western (cowboy) attire tailored by Nudie Cohen; popular 
with country music performers beginning in the 1950s; often considered garish, outlandish, and 
tacky; original garments are highly collectable
10.  rock and roll—style of popular music that originated in the mid-1950s as a combination of country and 
rhythm and blues; originally called rockabilly; early artists include Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry, 
Little Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis, Bill Haley
11.  Nashville Sound—smooth, updated sounding country music produced in Nashville beginning in 
the late 1950s; characterized by near complete record company control of artist’s career; often 
derided as “cookie-cutter” country music; notable for its absence of banjos, fiddles, other overtly 
country sounds
12.  Bakersfield Sound—stripped-down honky-tonk style that originated in California in the early 1960s; 
characterized by electric guitars and minimal production; main proponents include Buck Owens and 
Merle Haggard
13.  Outlaw country/movement—rock-influenced style of honky-tonk that developed in Austin, Texas, 
apart from mainstream country music; often characterized by artist’s rebellious lifestyle and DIY 
attitude; Waylon Jennings, Willie Nelson; Hank Williams, Jr.
14.  western swing—developed in the late 1930s in Oklahoma and Texas; hybrid of country and big 
band jazz styles and instrumentation (fiddle, electric guitar, piano, brass and woodwinds, drums, 
bass); Bob Wills and Spade Cooley
15.  bluegrass—developed by Bill Monroe in the mid-1940s; acoustic string band format focusing on 
virtuosic musicianship, fast tempos, and harmony singing; “string bands on steroids;” sounds 
much older and more traditional than it really is; Lester Flatt & Earl Scruggs, Stanley Brothers, 
Osborne Brothers
16.  mandolin—small, eight-stringed relative of the guitar popular in traditional country and bluegrass 
music; originally from Italy, became very popular in the 1920s
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17.  country rock—developed in the late 1960s by rock and roll musicians who favored country music; 
contained elements of rock (heavy beat, distorted electric guitars, psychedelic culture) and country 
(pedal steel, traditional country songs, western wear); not widely accepted by mainstream country; 
Gram Parsons, the Byrds, Flying Burrito Brothers, the Eagles
18.  alt. country—back-to-basics style of music heavily influenced by the Carter Family, traditional 
acoustic country and folk music, and Neil Young; developed in 1990s by artists like Uncle Tupelo, 
Gillian Welch, Blue Mountain, Whiskeytown, Ryan Adams
19.  Hee Haw—music and skit-oriented variety show that debuted on CBS in 1969; originally hosted 
by Buck Owens and Roy Clark; featured stereotypical hayseed characters, barnyard sets, and 
corpone humor
20.  Telecaster—solid-body electric guitar first introduced by Fender in the early 1950s; most popular 
electric guitar in country music; known for its signature “twangy” sound
II.  Names

  1.  Jimmie Rodgers—early superstar of country music; earliest recordings date to 1927; combined 
blues and string band music; known for his signature yodeling; “The Blue Yodeler,” “The Singing 
Brakeman;” inducted into Country Music Hall of Fame 1961
  2.  The Carter Family—early superstars of country music; earliest recordings date to 1927; 
traditional musical style and song repertoire; compiled a body of work that shaped country music for 
decades; A.P., Maybelle and Sara Carter; CMHOF 1970
  3.  DeFord Bailey—African American “Wizard of the Harmonica;” Opry star 1926-1941; drifted into 
obscurity after leaving the Opry; CMHF 2005 
  4.  Roy Acuff—very popular star of the Opry from 1936-1991; father figure at the Opry; direct, 
homespun style of singing and fiddling; CMHOF 1962
  5.  Hank Williams—leading proponent of the honky-tonk movement in 1940s; influential and 
important songwriter and performer; only artist ever permanently fired from the Opry; died en 
route to a performance 1953, age 29; CMHOF 1961
  6.  Johnny Cash—early performance style was rockabilly; very individualistic and influential; married 
June Carter 1968; hosted TV variety show 1969-71; “Man in Black;” CMHOF 1980
  7.  Kitty Wells—first female superstar of country music; influenced Patsy Cline, Loretta Lynn, Dolly 
Parton, Tammy Wynette; “Queen of Country Music;” CMHOF 1976
  8.  Patsy Cline—immensely popular proponent of the Nashville Sound, early 1960s; died in plane 
crash 1963; CMHOF 1973

  9.  Dolly Parton—successful singer, songwriter, actor, entrepreneur, philanthropist; one of the most 
successful country entertainers of all time; famous for high-pitched voice, tacky appearance, 
and self-deprecating humor; CMHOF 1999
10.  Waylon and Willie—leaders in the outlaw country movement; performed and recorded several 
albums together; very unique artists; Waylon Jennings CMHOF 2001, Willie Nelson 1993
11.  Garth Brooks—immensely popular crossover artist; winner of numerous awards; third behind 
the 
Beatles and Elvis Presley in album sales
12.  Reba McEntire—singer, actor whose career has spanned five decades; with Garth Brooks she is 
largely responsible for country music’s worldwide popularity
13.  Bob Wills—leader of the Texas Playboys western swing band; flamboyant fiddler, emcee, singer 
who pioneered western swing in the 1930s; CMHOF 1968
14.  Bill Monroe—“Father of Bluegrass” who founded the first bluegrass band, the Blue Grass Boys in 
the 1940s; widely regarded as a monumental figure in American popular music; CMHOF 1970
15.  The Byrds—seminal west coast folk-rock band heavily influenced by Bob Dylan; changed 
directions with their landmark 1968 release Sweetheart of the Rodeo; members have included 
Roger McGuinn (leader), David Crosby (CSN&Y), Gram Parsons, Clarence White
16.  Alison Krauss—bluegrass vocalist, fiddler, bandleader (Alison Krauss and Union Station); holds 
record for most Grammy wins; helped popularize bluegrass through crossover country hits and 
soundtrack to O Brother, Where Art Thou?
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