Ch 38- The Stormy Sixties

ID- President John F Kennedy 

Summary 1-What stands out about JFK?


Young, good looking, vibrant, energetic

OI- Kennedy’s “New Frontier” Spirit

1) What kind of people did Kennedy appoint to his Cabinet?


Young people (smartest people ie- Robert McNamara was Pres. Of Ford)



What positive qualities might young people bring to the Presidency?

2) What was the key idea or spirit of the “New Frontier”?


Kennedy challenged Americans to push themselves (ie promised to put a man on the moon by end of decade, yet US had not sent anyone into space yet!)

3) Identify one of Kennedy’s traits that won him the affection of America?


Confidence, intelligence, grace, energy (JFK became a symbol of the direction the country was going)



What direction was the country going under Kennedy?

ID- Failed Bay of Pigs Invasion (915)

Summary 2- Whom was the target of the Bay of Pigs?


Overthrow of Fidel Castro (Communist dictator of Cuba)

OI- Cuban Confrontation

4) What was the Alliance for Progress?


Marshall Plan for Latin America (failure and did little to help)

5) How was the Bay of Pigs an embarrassment for the US? And Kennedy?


Failed overthrow of Castro by 1200 Cuban exiles, JFK took the blame

*Made the US look inept that it could not overthrow a banana republic dictator

*JFK learned not to trust others (CIA, military) when making policy decisions because President takes the blame for other peoples advice

6) What development occurred in Cuba in 1962 that worried the US?


Russia tried to put nuclear missiles in Cuba (5 min. to hit Wash DC)



*Military wanted an airstrike on missile basis in Cuba

7) What was Kennedy’s response?


Naval blockade of Cuba preventing missiles from arriving

8) Why was this confrontation so monumental?


Closest the world ever came to WWIII

ID- Freedom Ride (916)/ Hosing Down Civil Rights (917)

Summary 3- ID the injustice in the photos

KKK blew up a bus carrying civil rights activists (Freedom Riders)
OI- The Struggle for Civil Rights

9) Who were the Freedom Riders?  Why did Kennedy have to send in US Marshalls?


Travelled South in busses to point out segregation in interstate services (which should not be segregated because the Federal Gov. is in charge of anything b/t states


JFK sent in US Marshalls to protect riders from KKK mobs who wanted to stop and kill riders


*What is the importance of JFK sending in US Marshalls to protect Freedom Riders?

10) What did James Meredith try to do?  What was Kennedy’s response?


1st black to attend U. of Miss



*What is so unfair about discriminating at the university level?


400 Marshalls and 3,000 troops sent in to protect Meredith

11) How did the protests in Birmingham raise the awareness of Americans towards the Civil Rights movement and create support among white Americans?


The police and firemen were sent in to break up protests with attack dogs and fire hoses, white Americans were appalled that the police and firemen would be systematically used to hurt Americans (Are we Nazi’s?)

12) What was the key idea of Martin Luther King’s “I have a Dream Speech”?


That the ideas in the Declaration of Independence finally be reached for all people



What idea is MLK referring too?

ID- President Lyndon Baines Johnson (1920) 

Summary 4- What was LBJ’s biggest failure?


Getting the US involved in the Vietnam War (took US away from the War on Poverty and Great Society- positive things he was trying to do to help minorities and the poor
OI- The LBJ Brand on the Presidency

13) Who was LBJ’s political hero?


FDR (New Deal) LBJ wanted government to do more to protect the needy

14) What did LBJ pass in 1964 and define what the act provided?


Civil Rights Act (ended segregation in public places)

15) What did LBJ want to declare war on in the United States?  What was the name of his New Deal type program to combat that enemy?


War on Poverty


Great Society (New Deal on Steroids)

16) What was the title and subject of Michael Harrington’s book?


The Other America (20% of US and 40% of Af/Am lived in poverty)

ID- Negative Campaigning (921) 

Summary 5-What was the idea being sold in the ad?


That electing Barry Goldwater (R) President would escalate the Vietnam War into a nuclear war and end the world

OI- Johnson Battles Goldwater

17) What was the main criticism Democrats made about Goldwater?


That he was a trigger happy cowboy (also wanted to destroy Social Security, TVA, civil rights legislation, and Great Society (other New Deal type programs designed to help needy)


*Goldwater’s ideas are the basis of many conservative Republicans today like the Tea Party

18) What occurred in the Tonkin Gulf in August 1964?


US ships were attacked by North Vietnamese (Communist) boats



Reality- it was staged/faked and US ships were not really attacked 

19) What did the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution allow for?


Allowed the President to escalate a full scale war in Vietnam (beginning of Vietnam War)

ID- Giving Thanks for Medicare (923) 

Summary 6- Identify Medicare

Medical insurance for elderly paid for by the government



Why is it so important for old people to have access to health care?

OI- The Great Society Congress

20) How did the creation of two new cabinet offices help in the War Against Poverty?  (Think about what the title of the cabinet implies)


Department of Transportation

Department of Housing and Urban Development (intended to help rebuild inner cities and provide housing for low income families)

21) What were the four key legislative achievements of the Great Society?


Aid to education (Head Start, Pell Grants)


Medical Care for Elderly and Indigent (Medicare, Medicaid-poor)


Immigration Reform (banned the National Origins Act of 1924, doubled the number of immigrants allowed into US, set limits on Latin American immigration but provided admission for admission of close relatives already in US)



What will change about the make up of immigrants because of LBJ’s changes?

Voting Rights Bill- prevented discrimination of black voting

22) Explain the importance or impact of one of those achievements for yourself?

Ch 38 Part II

ID- You Don’t Understand Boy- (p 926)

Summary 1- What is this cartoon saying about the behavior Af/Ams are supposed to exhibit?


That blacks should be subservient and listen to instructions from whites

OI- Battling for Blacks Rights


1) What did the Civil Rights Act of 1964 establish?



Ended segregation (in public places)


2) What was the inequality in Miss. in regards to blacks voting?



5% of blacks were registered to vote, yet were 50% of population


3) How did whites keep blacks from voting in Miss.?



Literacy tests, poll taxes, and violent intimidation from whites/KKK


4) What was the purpose of the “Freedom Summer”?

Massive voter registration drive to get blacks registered to vote (upset White Southerners as they saw Northerners and blacks getting involved in their business


5) What was the problem with blacks voting in Alabama?



Only 1% registered to vote, over ½ of pop.


6) What happened to MLK at Selma, Ala.?



State troopers/policemen attacked MLK and CR protestors as they peacefully marched to the capital

7) What did the Voting Rights Act of 1965 establish?


Gave blacks the real ability to vote (eliminated poll taxes and forced the Fed. Gov. to oversee the fairness of voting in the south even today!!!

ID- Dr. Martin Luther King and Malcolm X (925)

Summary 2 Identify the difference approaches each civil rights leader had towards gaining acceptance in the US


MLK- wanted whites and blacks to get along and forget past differences



Whites supported MLK because he was not vindictive and threatening


Malcolm X- wanted blacks to stand up, fight back, and refuse to join white America



Malcolm X scared white Americans

OI- Black Power

8) What was the outcome that came out of the Watts Riots in regards to how African-Americans should achieve equality?


Blacks were more prone to use violence, not peaceful protesting, to achieve their goals



Why do you feel many Af/Am. Changed from peaceful protest to violence?

9) What was the central idea of Malcolm X’s civil rights agenda?


That blacks should separate from whites, create their own black owned business and society (follower of Elijah Muhammad and Nation of Islam)

Why do you think some blacks turned away from Christianity?

10) Who coined the phrase Black Power? 


Stokely Carmichael (leader of SNCC)

11) What was a central idea of Black Power? 


Smash everything that whites have created, focus on economic emands as well as civil rights, and create an Afro-Centric movement (afro hairstyles, African dress, shed white names, demand Af/Am. studies in universities)


Problem- black concerns have moved north were Af/Am. were victims of poverty, crime, unemployment, poor schools, and police intimidation
12) What was one positive political outcome of the Civil Rights movement by the beginning of the 1970’s?


Blacks could vote and hundreds of Af/Am were elected to government

ID- Antiwar Demonstration in California (928)

Summary 3- How did the polls change in regards to US support in Vietnam change between 1965 and 1969?


1965- 15% against Vietnam War, 1969- 70% against V. War

OI- Combating Communism in Two Hemispheres, Vietnam Vexations, Vietnam Topples Johnson


13) What was Operation Rolling Thunder?



Full scale bombing of N. Vietnam (Communist)




Problem- war is not against N. Vietnam, but a civil war in S. Vietnam between Communists (Vietcong) who want the west out of Vietnam/independence and a dictatorship/Vietminh in charge of S. Vietnam supported by the US


Colonial History- Indochina (France colony)- Japan (WWII)- France (lost control at Dien Bien Phu in 1954)- split into two countries North (Communist lead by HoChiMinh) and South (Dictatorship because US knew that free elections meant the Vietnamese would vote for a Communist leader supported by HoChiMinh)


14) What was the problem for the US fighting alongside the South Vietnamese?



S. Vietnamese forces were not fighting, WHY?




S. Vietnamese are fighting for a dictatorship that changed several times, Vietcong and N. Vietnamese are fighting for independence


15) How did young people resist the draft?



Burned draft cards, fled to Canada, went to college, fake physicals



What group of people has the best chance of not fighting? Why





Rich, white kids (have money and education to stay in college)



19-average age of a soldier in Vietnam (40% African-American- 12% of pop.)

16) What was the problem the government was having in regards to the American public?


Credibility gap (war on TV every night, Americans saw gory, violent scenes) Body counts used to justify how US was winning

17) In 1968 during Tet, what did the Communist forces attempt?


Vietcong and NVA attacked EVERY US base in Vietnam

18)  How did Tet impact the US at home?


Began to feel we could not (for 4 years Gov. has been saying we are about to win and now the Communist forces stage their largest attack, Communist forces look like they are getting stronger, not weaker

19)  How did Tet impact Pres. LBJ within the Democratic Party?  


Dem. Party no longer supported him and Eugene McCarthy ran against LBJ in the primaries

20)  Who was Bobby Kennedy and how did he impact Pres. LBJ?


Brother of JFK (against Vietnam, pro-minority and immigrant rights) decided to run for the Dem.Nomination, LBJ decided not to run for re-election

ID- The Siege of Chicago


Summary 4- What happened in Chicago outside of the Democratic Convention?



Police attacked protestors who were upset that the Democrats nominated a candidate, Hubert Humphries, who was not against the war

The Presidential Sweepstakes of 1968


21) What happened to Robert Kennedy after he won the California primary?



Assassinated because of his pro-Israel beliefs (Democrats lost an idealistic candidate who could have ended war and continued civil rights policies for groups besides Af/Ams like Latinos and Native Americans

22) What kind of people “streamed” into Chicago and what was the Mayor’s response?


Angry anti-war protestors (Students for a Democratric Society-SDS- were against the corporate America of the 1950’s and wanted materialistic values of US- leads to hippi movement)

23) What was the difference between McCarthy and Humphries in the Democratic Convention in regards to the Vietnam War?


McCarthy was against Vietnam, Humphries was in favor of continuing to fight (Humphries won the nomination)

24)  Who did the Republicans nominate for Presidency and what was his view on Vietnam?


Nixon (in favor of war in Vietnam and strong anti-crime/anti-hippi/anti-counterculture)


Silent Majority- Nixon stated a large percent of Americans supported him, not the radical protestors, because they were busy working and raising families, wanted a return to conservative values

25) Who was the third party American Independent Party and what was their platform?


George C. Wallace (wanted a return to segregation, bomb Vietnam into the Stone Age)

What candidate in 1968 wanted the US to get out of Vietnam?

26) Even though Nixon won the election, what part of the country did he fail to win?  What allowed Nixon to win the Presidency?

Nixon failed to win the cities and the black vote (95% voted Dem.), the nation was divided by the war and a third party that won states in the south (no candidate won 50% of the vote)
