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Dear GATE Families,
It is hard to believe another
school year is coming to a close.
2013-14 has been a busy one,
especially this past Spring as the
GATE program began a resurgence
across schools and grade levels.
Thanks to your feedback we were
able to introduce several programs
and opportunities for families across
the district. Our Family GATE Night
was a success, offering learning
modules for both parents and
students. Many thanks to STAR
Resource Center for their
presentation on the “Magic of the
Mind,” allowing students to take part
in hands-on “magic” activities while
parents had the opportunity to listen
to a neuroscientist discuss brain
plasticity and highlight ways to
enhance learning in school and at
home.
We were pleased to bring back
the Odyssey of the Mind program
for our 4th and 5th grade GATE
students. Ms. Hoover and Ms. Elder
guided students through the process
of thinking “out of the box” to come
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up with solutions to challenging
problems. Students shared that they
loved the 9 week class and our goal
is to offer more Odyssey of the Mind
classes in the coming school year.
In addition, this Spring the
School Board approved new
qualifications to our GATE program.
Referrals for assessment will continue
to be accepted for this school year,
however starting in the Spring of
2015, GATE testing and qualification
will take place for 3rd graders only
(unless new to the district). We hope
this will streamline the process and
make it more inclusive for all students
to have access to participate.
I would like to thank the GATE
Steering Committee for their support
and guidance throughout this year
and look forward to working
together to develop more
comprehensive programs and levels
of support in the year ahead.
Please enjoy our Spring/Summer
GATE newsletter and I wish you all a
healthy and happy summer!
All the best,

Summer Camps/Enrichment:
If you’re still looking for
summer activities, here are
some local programs that
may be of interest to GATE
students:
ASTEME Math & STEM Center
http://www.asteme.com/
Experium Science Academy
http://www.experiumscienceacademy.com/
Exploratory
http://www.theexploratory.com/
Planet Bravo
http://planetbravo.com/
STAR Summer Camps:
http://www.starcamps.org/
UCode
http://ucode.wpengine.com/

...and for the most
comprehensive list of summer
programs, visit Hoagies:
http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/summer.htm

Kim Jones

Informal Parent Communication:
Interested in joining an informal Facebook group for El Segundo GATE Families? The intent of this private group is
to share information about activities and events that may be of interest to parents of GATE students. Please e-mail
Vivian Lee at ms.vivlee@sbcglobal.net to request a Facebook invitation to the group, and note in the e-mail which school(s)
your child(ren) attend.

Common Core and Gfited Students
Wondering how the Common Core may impact your student and gifted
education in general? The National Association for Gifted Children
(NAGC) website has information, FAQs and links to additional
resources regarding Common Core State Standards and gifted
education. Also, the Davidson Institute gifted education expert, Tamra
Stambaugh, wrote an article titled “Interview with Tamra Stambaugh
on the Common Core and Its Impact on Gifted Education.”

Gifted Webinars

GATE Night Follow-up

Gifted organizations offer
webinars, a way to view educational
experts and presentations online, in
real time. SENG, Supporting the
Emotional Needs of the Gifted,
describes their “SENGinars”:
“SENG’s webinars provide
convenient access to many of the top
experts in the gifted field discussing
issues related to the social and
emotional needs of the gifted. The 90minute webinars are designed
expressly for parents, educators and
mental health professionals who work
with gifted children. You’ll have an
opportunity to ask questions at the end
of each live webinar.”
Upcoming SENGinars include
“Look Closer & See the Genius in Me Dispelling Stereotypes of Gifted
Children of Color,” and “The Anxious
Family - What to do When Everyone
Frets.” Past webinars are also
available to access through the SENG
store. For more information, click
through to the SENGinar page:

The parent presentation at the
GATE night held on April 23rd
addressed brain plasticity, growth
mindset, and grit. If you’re interested
in delving further into any of those
topics, please check out the links
below:
Brain Plasticity:
http://www.brainhq.com/brainresources/what-is-brain-plasticity
Growth Mindset:
http://mindsetonline.com/
whatisit/about/index.html
Grit:
“Does Teaching Kids To Get
'Gritty' Help Them Get Ahead?”
Angela Duckworth’s TED talk

https://www.sengifted.org/
programs/senginars

GATE-Related
Media:
Articles:
Gifted Ed is Critical, but the Label Isn’t
6/9 Education Week
2014 Class of Thiel Fellows 6/5 PR
Businesswire
Tracking Students By Ability
Produces Results 6/4 NYTimes
Meet the Exhibitors in the 2014 White
House Science Fair 5/27 White House
Blog
Gifted or Hard-Working? Which is
Better for Long-Term Success for our
Children? 5/23 HuffPost
For Frustrated Gifted Kids, A World of
Online Opportunities 5/21 KQED
Mind/Shift
Gifted Learners - New Holistic
Methodology and Tech 5/20
Psychology Today
College Board releases preview of
new SAT exam questions 4/15
Washington Post
Best, Brightest and Rejected: Elite
Colleges Turn Away Up to 95% 4/8
NYTimes
The poor neglected gifted child 3/16
Boston Globe
Inside the Brains of Child Prodigies
3/5 Psychology Today
5-Year-Olds Can Learn Calculus 3/3
The Atlantic

Blogs:
Other Events & Tidbits to Consider...
SENG (Supporting Emotional Needs of Gifted) Conference - July 18-20, San Jose
Math Fair - August 2, Bren Events Center, UC Irvine
Interested in planning cultural/educational outings over the summer? Check out
“Discover Los Angeles” for events and options.
Have a student that wants to pursue math concepts/competitions in his/her free
time? Here’s a link to the UCLA Math Circle, which will soon be posting information
about its fall session.

Gifted Exchange - Gifted children,
schooling, parenting, education news
and changing American education for
the better
Prufrock Press - News and views from
the nation's leading publisher for
gifted, advanced, and special needs
learners

Video:
"Why Gifted May Not Be What You
Think"

