Course of World War II
1939


9/1
Germany invades Poland




Blitzkrieg


9/3
Britain and France declare war on Germany


9/28
Poles surrender; Germany and the USSR (Russia) have absorbed Poland.


From September of 1939 to April 1940 there is a Sitzkrieg or Phony War. 

1940


Early in 1940 Norwegian fascist Quisling consults with Adolf Hitler and assists 
Germany in its take over of Norway. Quisling becomes the leader of Norway. 
Since then, a Quisling is a term for traitor.



4/9
Germany’s blitz on Denmark


4/30
Japan joins the Axis Forces


5/10
Germany attacks the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg and France. 


The main fighting takes place in Luxembourg and the Ardennes Forest. 


Germany mobilizes around the Maginot Line; French Defensive 



fortifications are inadequate in mobile war with aerial support. Germany 


effectively splits Allied forces.

5/17
Germany invades France.


5/27
At Dunkirk British and French forces flee across the English Channel.

6/10 
Italy declares war on Britain and France.


6/14 
German forces occupy Paris; France surrenders on the 22nd of June. 



France will be divided into a military zone under the control of the 



German Army. In southern France a pro Fascist government at Vichy will 


be headed up by Marshal Petain.


7/10 
Battle of Britain begins. The British air victory prevents a German 



invasion. By late August the RAF is stretched thin and cannot last much 


longer. 


9/7 
The Luftwaffe targets London instead of airbases; altering the course of 


the battle; on the 15th of September the British resilience leads Germany to 

call off plans to invade England. Aerial Bombing of London and other 


cities will continue for a year after the Battle of Britain.

10/28
 Italy invades Greece; Germany will be called on to assist Italy in the 


taking of Greece.  Earlier in October, Germany took the Suez and began 


its control northern Africa

