Dear Mira Costa Parents and Guardians,

Thank you for taking the time to read this second update on sophomore honors English. Last Friday marked the end of the first spring grading period, and grades will be available next week via Gradebook Wizard and InTouch. Sophomores will be choosing their class schedules for the 2010-11 school year next week, and Spring Break begins March 28.

During the first five weeks of spring semester, all Mira Costa sophomores took the California High School Exit exam, and my students have read the novel Siddhartha, completed their first essay (all should be graded by the end of the week) and are currently researching William Shakespeare before writing a biography on Shakespeare or another non-American author of their choice. After writing their biographies, students will then begin studying Shakespeare’s sonnets before writing two of their own original sonnets.

When we return from Spring Break, students will begin working on an extensive poetry research project in which they will choose a non-American poet to research and teach to the class. The project has a research component, a writing component, a technology component, and a teaching component and will consume most of the month of April. In May, students will read the last two required texts of the school year, Night and 1984, and they will write an autobiographical sketch about an important event in their life from which others can learn. The month of June is primarily based in student presentations, including Socratic Seminars and the presentation of an original song or poem, and I am still hoping to find a good field trip activity before school ends.

In closing, please fell free to contact me if you have any questions or comments about the class or your child’s progress in my class. Also, as Spring break approaches, please impress upon your young adult the importance of remaining focused and not taking a mental break before our last extended break of the school year begins. With our combined efforts, I’m positive the students will continue to develop and grow both as students and people. My family and I wish you and your family all the best during the upcoming holiday season and a healthy and happy spring and summer.

Sincerely,

Michael McAvin and the McAvin Family

310-318-7337, ext. 5234

