In order to understand the meaning of any given test (its central theme(s); the author’s intended effect), a student should analyze the below elements of the story, noting both concrete details (examples) and commentary (analysis). Follow the “Rule of 3’s) writing down at least 3 instances for each literary area, preferably from the beginning middle, and end of the story.
Theme:

Characterization: (what a character looks like; does, says/thinks; others say/think about him/her; author’s information)




Character1:




Character2:




Character3:

Setting (Time; place; sensory details; symbolic significance; mood; suspense; foreshadowing):

Title (Symbolic significance)

Symbols (Characters, objects, setting, events):
Point-of-View (1sr; 2nd; 3rd; or any combination thereof. How does it affect/tint the telling of the story)

Writing Style (diction; syntax; literary techniques [metaphor; onomatopoeia; personification, irony, etc.])
Plot (complications, plot twists, conflict, falling action, resolution, suspense, foreshadowing. Think “why did it happen,” not merely “what happened.”)
