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   3    CATA-: down
Roots




Suffixes 



Derivatives
act: dash



ic: relating to
cataclysm

clys: wash








cataclysmic

log: reasoning








catacomb

lyst: break








catalog

pult: hurl








catalyst

strophe: turn








catapult











cataract











catastrophe

· To shop from a mail order company, you look at its catalog, in which the items are “spoken down”- that is, written down or listed. Catalog can also be used as a verb. What would be your task if you were to catalog the paintings of a famous artist? __________________.The early Christian hid from the Romans in the catacombs, or galleries containing burial vaults. The prefix helps you to determine that the catacombs were: aboveground/underground galleries.

· A violent storm causing great destruction is called a(n) ________________. (“wash down”) Such a storm lets loose tremendous quantities of water that “wash down” the countryside, changing the face of the land. Even though they do not involve water, other violent upheavals of nature, such as earthquake, can also be called ________________ occurrences.

· In ancient times a machine used to hurl rocks against a wall or fortification was called a catapult (“down hurler”). A rock that was being catapulted would rise steeply into the air, trace an arc, and then fall downward. Today catapult is most often used as a verb, retaining chiefly the idea of something shooting upward at great speed. If a singer is catapulted into fame, he reaches fame very: quickly/slowly. This exemplifies how a word can gradually change, sometimes distorting, even reversing its original meaning.

· In a play or in real life, when a man’s fortunes suddenly and dramatically undergo a complete “downturn,” we say he has suffered a (n) _________________.
· A cataract is the “dashing down” of water, as in a large waterfall. Steep rapids in a river and sudden torrents of rain can also be called __________________ because in both cases there is a heavy “________________” or downpouring of water. A cataract can also be a cloudiness of the eye that “__________________” over the lens, blotting vision.

· A catalyst is that which breaks (things) down.” A catalyst triggers a chemical reaction without itself being changed. When it is added to two other substances, it causes them to “____________” and react with each other.
