Unit 5: The Judicial Branch
CIVICS
Unit Standards:
12.4 Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of the three branches of government as established by the U.S. Constitution. 

5. Discuss Article III of the Constitution as it relates to judicial power, including the length of terms of judges and the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. 

6. Explain the processes of selection and confirmation of Supreme Court justices
Essential Questions: 

1. What is the process of selection and confirmation of Supreme Court Justices?

2. What are the power s and jurisdiction of the federal courts?

Textbook Reading:
Ch. 18.1 The National Judiciary

Ch. 18.3 The Supreme Court

Essential Vocabulary Terms: 
1. Judicial Review: The power to interpret laws, to determine their meaning, and to settle disputes within the society.
2. Precedent: Court decision that stands as an example to be followed in future, similar cases.
3. Jurisdiction: The authority of a court to hear a case.
4. Criminal case: A case in which a defendant is tried for committing a crime as defined by the law.
5. Civil case: A case involving a non-criminal manner such as a contract dispute.
