THE THIRD WORLD

What is the Third World?
The countries of the world can be divided into three groups.  Two of these groups contain those countries where most people have a reasonable standard of living.  These are usually regarded as the rich and developed countries.  One of these groups includes the United States, Canada, Australia and the countries of Northern Europe.  The other group contains the Communist countries of Eastern Europe.  These are the most powerful groups of countries that are sometimes called the major power blocs.

The third group is called the Third World.  It contains those countries whose people suffer hunger and widespread sickness.  In this group are the poorest countries of the world.  These countries are struggling to develop better conditions.  Until recently most of these countries were colonies of the wealthier nations who ruled them.  Third World countries often ask for help from the two wealthy groups.  At the same time they are joining together and are pooling their resources to become a more powerful group.



Where is the Third World?

Two-thirds of the world’s population lives in the Third World in more than 100 countries.  The map above shows that the wealthier nations are mainly found in the cooler northern regions.  Most of the Third World countries are located in the mainly tropical part of the world.  They are the countries where there is the most hunger, sickness, illiteracy and poverty.
There are many differences between the countries of the Third World.  Asia and Africa are the poorest areas.  Parts of South America are better off.  There are many different races, religions, beliefs and cultures.  Some of the countries in the group have a great wealth of resources to be developed.  But some, with poor resources, have few minerals, few crops and little chance of developing industry.

Colonialism and After

At some time in their history, most Third World countries have been colonized and dominated, usually by people of European origins.  In the 16th century some Europeans were looking for booty (something that is seized by violence or robbery).  Millions of people were slaughtered by people seeking gold in Latin America.  In China and India the Europeans usually sought trade, but often used force to get the cheap terms they wanted.  Before Europe became industrialized, Europeans traded for luxury goods, such as tea, silk and spices.  After the industrial revolution in the 19th century, the European nations needed huge amounts of minerals for expanding industries.  They also needed food for the workers in these industries.  But the Europeans did not only exploit resources, they also exploited men.  Millions of slaves were shipped from West Africa to work on the plantations or the Caribbean islands and the southern United States.

The Europeans took lands to satisfy their needs.  They governed these colonies in different ways.  Some, such as the countries of the Congo, were run purely as colonies of exploitation.  They were used for cheap resources as the markets for manufactured goods.  Others, such as Kenya and Peru, were colonies of settlement.  Here the Europeans lived and established governments.

Some Effects of Colonial Rule

Most of the colonies have now become independent nations.  Many of the new governments of these nations of the Third World are struggling against great odds.  They say that they did not receive much benefit from years of colonial rule.  They point out that the Europeans introduced foreign languages, traditions and religions which altered and partly replaced traditional customs.  Many of the colonized countries had their wealth and civilizations.  When they became independent, after years of colonization, they found they had lost much of their culture as well as natural resources. The Europeans built roads, railways and airports.  Many of these were not built to serve the needs of the country.  They were built to help the Europeans keep control or to transport resources from the country.  In some places, local industries were destroyed to make a greater market for European goods.
Most of the Europeans teachers, doctors and missionaries wanted to help the native people.  They began schools, built hospitals and taught Christianity.  But they believed that the white man was naturally superior and they treated the native people as children.

New African Nations 

The new states of Africa need strong governments to cope with the many problems left by the Europeans.  Unfortunately the Africans of these new nations have only a short experience of ruling themselves.  The way in which the European countries often proved disastrous.  In some areas, such as Nigeria and Congo, groups of people of different tribes and religions who did not get on well together formed the new nations. The results have sometimes been devastating wars.

Most Third World countries have little money for development.  American women spend more money on cosmetics in a year than 36 of the new African nations have for their entire national budgets. African nations are becoming stronger by joining together in Pan African movements.  These movements mean that countries throughout Africa can pool their resources and act together to achieve much more.  For example, Pan African economic agreements can control the prices of minerals and crops to obtain fair returns from the industrial countries of the world.  Pan African roads and education can speed development.  It is thought that the greatest hope for the Third World lies in such movements.

Aid from the Richer Countries

The countries of the Third World are beginning to act together to make themselves stronger.  The richer countries are also acting together to help their poorer neighbors.  But they give little aid compared with the profits they have made from the Third World.  Many people have pointed out that although the United States gives more aid than any other country, it needed to spend more in a day on the recent war in Vietnam than it gave as a year’s contribution to the United Nations Development Program.

Many Third World countries now need to borrow more money just to repay the debts and interest on the money they have received in aid.

Neo-Colonialism

Neo-colonialism means the creation of new colonies.  If a poor country is in debt or cannot afford to develop its forest, agricultural and mineral resources, it may have to sell them cheaply.  In this way it depends on foreign businessmen and politicians. These new “colonies” depend as much on the industrial nations for their development as did the old colonies.

PEOPLE AND POVERTY

The Population Explosion

It took man until 1900 to reach a population of 1,500 million. Since then the number of people has more than doubled to over 3,700 million. If it increases at the present rate it will double again by the year 2000.

This rapid rise in population is often called a population explosion.  Some people see it as a threat to the continued existence of mankind.  Others think the world can take care of the increase.  But at present it seems that the increasing numbers of people will exhaust the resources of the world.

A small increase in the American or European population can be as disastrous to the world as a large increase in the population of the less developed countries of the Third World.  This is because the rich countries use huge quanities of the world’s resources.  The United States, for example, has only 6% of the world’s population but it consumes 40% of all the raw materials used in the world each year.  So although fewer babies are born in the richer countries they will grow up to consume more than many babies born in the Third World. 
Poverty in the Third World is not the result of the population explosion.  It is the poverty that has caused the explosion.  In countries where many children die of starvation and diseases, large families have been needed so that at least one child might survive to look after the parents.  

Medicine has improved.  More babies survive.  Old people live longer.  So a working man has too many children as well as his parents to support.

Controlling the Population Explosion

Families must be planned if living standards are to be raised.  Most countries try to educate their people in the need for family planning and in different methods of contraception or birth control.

Jamaica, for example, has cut the birth rate by 25% in the past 10 years, but the population continues to soar.  Posters for the campaign showed each racial group so that there would be no ill-feeling between them.  In India, sterilization has been a very popular method of control.  Transistor radios were given away to encourage men to have this operation.  Elsewhere elephants were used to distribute contraceptives.  Many people resent interference in their private lives.  They misunderstand and mistrust the reason for birth control.  In some parts of the world people believe family planning has been a deliberate attempt to wipe out sections of the population.  This was a fear among some villagers living in the Andes of Bolivia.  The Roman Catholic Church forbids artificial aid to birth control.

As the poor countries become more prosperous and the people become better educated, the population problem may be solved.  In the richer countries people do not seem to need or want large families.  If living standards improve in the Third World it is thought the population increase will slow down.  On the other hand, it should be realized that not all parts of the Third World have too many people.  Some parts, such as the Amazon Forest of Brazil, need more people for their development. 

The Circle of Poverty

Most of the increase in the earth’s population is in the Third World, where there is already malnutrition.  These are the countries where there are few resources or where the resources that could be developed have not been developed in such a way that their people have received a decent, enjoyable life.  Some people are optimistic.  They say that new scientific discoveries will enable the world to feed at least ten times the present number of people.  But millions do not have enough to eat now.

Fatal diseases such as cholera, malaria and yellow fever do not claim as many victims today.  Half the deaths in the Third World are caused by the effects of malnutrition.  Hundreds of millions of people are crippled and suffer from diseases such as trachoma which causes blindness, and elephantiasis, which deforms limbs.

The circle of poverty shows that sickness, inability to work and malnutrition are linked in a vicious circle that can only be broken from outside.  The work being done to cure leprosy shows how this chain can be broken.  The leper is cured by medicine and is given work so that he can have a decent standard of living.  As he is no longer undernourished he does not easily become sick again.

LESS


WORK


DONE

SICKNESS
Proper medical treatment 
LESS CROPS

AND LESS
helps to break the circle
AND

ENERGY
of poverty
LESS MONEY



LESS



FOOD

On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following questions on the above reading:

1. What and where is the Third World?

2. What is the nature of the difference between the Third World and the rest of the world?

3. How and when did the European countries exploit the countries of the Third World?

4. How did the Europeans help the countries of the Third World?

5. What is “Neo-colonialism” and how did it come about?

6. What is the “population explosion” and what are Third World countries doing to control it?

7. What is the “circle of poverty”?

