The Secret Life of Bees

Ch. 8

Directions:  Read chapter 8.  Answer the assigned questions in complete sentences.
Even only

Odd only
Vocabulary:  These are words you are responsible for knowing.
Isolate, high caliber, peculiar, groggy, mortician, caress, plagues, pigment, gawky, intrude, intensity

Comprehension

1. What did August most want to do during her special month?

2. What does Lily want to say to the bees?

3. Why had Lily kept the Coca-Cola bottle from Massachusetts?

4. Why does August tell Lily about the thirty two words for love in the Eskimo language?
5. August says, “You see, everybody needs a God who looks like them, Lily.  Why is it a little ironic for her to say this to Lily?

6. Explain what August means when she says, “I swear, if you listen to my chest with a stethoscope, what you’d hear is that story going on and on in my Big Mama’s voice.”

7. Contrast August’s story with Lily’s.  Why does Lily say her story “sort of” ends her life?

8. What does Big Mama say about lady beekeepers and what does it reveal about her>

9. August describes Big mama’s story of hearing the bees sing on Christmas Eve.  Does August mean the story literally?  How does this relate to the title of the book?

10. When August could not get a teaching job, she became a housekeeper for a white family, but she says of June, “you wouldn’t catch her keeping house for white people.”  How does this help explain June’s resentment of Lily?
11. Why did August choose not to get married?

12. “The hardest thing on earth is choosing what matters.”  Explain the importance of August’s statement as it applies to Lily.

13. Lily states, “…I loved the idea of the bees having a secret life, just like the one I was living.”  What is the major difference between the secret life of bees and the secret life of Lily?

14. What happens when Lily let’s the  bees cover her.

15. Lily makes a Biblical allusion when the bees cover her.  What does she allude to?

16. Lily notices that the black Mary label she had stuck on herself is coming “unglued.”  How is this a metaphor for Lily’s situation?

17. What does May want to celebrate?

18. What are the people in town stirred up about?

19. Why is Lily sick of skin pigment?

20. Why does August knock over her tea?

21. What does Lily do when Mr. Forrest and Zach are out of the room?

22. What does Lily ask her father?  Why does she ask this?

23. What are the magic words Lily says will get her into and out of places easily?

24. Why does Lily write a letter to her father only to tear it all up when she is done?

25. What does Lily finally do at the end of chapter eight?
26. How does the quote at the beginning of the chapter explain Lily’s fear about telling August the truth?
