The Silk Roads



Eurasian landmass has long been home to the
majority of humankind as well as the world’s most
productive agriculture, largest civilizations, and
greatest concentration of pastoral peoples.

It also gave raise to one of the world’s most extensive
and sustained networks of exchange among its
diverse peoples.

Eurasia is often divided into inner and outer zones
with different ecologies




Physical Map of Eurasia
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The creation of classical civilizations and
imperial states in 500—0 BCE included
efforts to control pastoral peoples (Persian
Empire, Alexander the Great, Han China’s

efforts to control the Xiongnu)

by the early centuries of the Common Era,
there was a network of transcontinental
exchange, often brokered by

pastoral peoples (relay system of trade)




The Han Empire, 202BC - AD220
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A vast array of goods traveled along the
Silk Roads, often by camel

mostly luxury goods for the elite

high cost of transport did not allow
movement of staple goods
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Products Contributed to Silk Road Commerce

China Silk, bamboo, mirrors, gunpowder, paper, rhubarb,
ginger, lacquerware, chrysanthemums

Forest lands of Furs, walrus tusks, amber, livestock, horses,
Siberia and falcons, hides, copper vessels, tents, saddles,
grasslands of slaves

Central Asia

India Cotton textiles, herbal medicine, precious stones,
spices

Middle East Dates, nuts, almonds, dried fruit, dyes, lapis lazuli,
swords

Mediterranean Gold coins, glassware, glazes, grapevines, jewelry,
Basin artworks, perfume, wool and linen textiles, olive
oil
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 Silk was used as currency and a

. _means of accumulating wealth in
Central Asia

 Silk was a symbol of high status

. Silk industry only developed in
Western Europe in twelfth century




ds in Transit

e \olume of trade was small, but of
economic and social importance
peasants in the Yangzi River delta of
southern China produced market goods
(silk, paper, porcelain, etc.) instead of
crops

e well-placed individuals could make
enormous profits













The major population centers of the Afro-Eurasian world
developed characteristic disease patterns and ways to
deal with them

Long-distance trade meant exposure to unfamiliar
diseases

e early case: great epidemic in Athens in 430-429 BCE
that killed up to 25% of its army

e during the Roman and Han empires, smallpox and
measles devastated both populations

e in 534-750 CE, bubonic plague from India ravaged
Mediterranean world







