Graphic Organizer—Animal Farm

Chapter 1

1. “First came the three dogs, Bluebell, Jessie, and Pincher, and then the pigs…The hens , the pigeons…the sheep and cows…Boxer and Clover came in together…After the horses came Muriel…and Benjamin, the donkey.”

What does the order and positioning of the animals infer?

2. Old major uses the word “comrades” to address the animals, what is Orwell drawing attention to?

3.  “You, Boxer, the very day that those great muscles of yours lose their power, Jones will sell you to the knacker [horse slaughterer], who will cut your throat and boil you down for the foxhounds.”

Why is this statement ironic?

4. "While Major was speaking four large rats had crept out of their holes and were 

sitting on their hindquarters, listening to him. The dogs had suddenly caught sight of them, and it was only by a swift dash for their holes that the rats saved their lives.”

Why are the dogs chasing the rats after Old Major just said that all animals are equal?

5. Who does Jones symbolize?

6. Who does Old Major symbolize?

7. What does Old Major’s speech symbolize?

Chapter 2

1. Why are the pigs considered the cleverist? What is Orwell trying to infer?

2. Describe Napoleon.

3. Who does he symbolize?
4. Describe Snowball.
5. Who does he symbolize?

6. Describe Squealer.

7. Who/what does he symbolize?

8. “Some of the other animals talked of the duty of loyalty to Mr. Jones, whom they referred to as ‘Master,’ or made elementary remarks such as ‘Mr. Jones feeds us. If he were gone, we should starve to death.”

What does this statement symbolize in Russian history?

9. “The stupidest questions of all were asked by Mollie…The very first question she asked Snowball was: ‘Will there still be sugar after the rebellion?...And shall I still be allowed to wear ribbons in my mane?

Why are her questions stupid?

10. Who/what does Mollie represent in the Russian history?

11. What does Moses represent ? 

12. What does Sugar Candy Mountain Symbolize?

13. Mr. Jones is involved with many lawsuits. What do they represent?

14. Why do the animals follow Napoleon?

15. What does this foreshadow?

16. The animals throw things attributed to the cruelty of man into the fire “when Boxer heard this he fetched the small straw hat which he wore in summer to keep the flies out of his ears, and flung it on the fire with the rest.”

Why does he throw away his hat?

17. What does this symbolize?

18. Who does Boxer symbolize?

19. “The pigs now revealed that during the past three months they had taught themselves to read and write from an old spelling book which had belonged to Mr. Jones’s children.”

What theme does this represent? Why?

20. What is Orwell trying to symbolize by calling the rules on the farm the Seven Commandments?

21. What happens to the milk?

22. Name all the ways the seven commandments have been violated in this chapter.

Chapter 3

1. List quotes to show how the pigs have become the dominant animals.

2. Who/what does Benjamin symbolize?

3. Who/what does the cat symbolize?

4. What does the Animal Farm flag symbolize?

5. “The pigs had set the harness room as a headquarters for themselves.”

What theme does this represent?

6. “Snowball  also busied  himself with organizing the other animals into what he called animal committees.”

What do these committees represent?

7. “After much thought Snowball declared the seven commandments could in effect be reduced to a single maxim, namely: ‘Four legs good, two legs bad.’”

What theme is represented by this quote? Why?

8. Snowball says, “The distinguishing mark of man is the hand.”

Why is this ironic?

9. Napoleon takes the puppies away from their mothers. What theme does this 

represent? What is he going to do with them?

10. “The mystery of where the milk went to was soon cleared up. It was mixed every day into the pigs mash.”

What theme does this represent? Why?

11. Squealer explains to the animals that the purpose the pigs get the milk and apples is to keep Jones from coming back.

What theme does this represent?

Chapter 4

1. What do the pigeons represent?

2. Who does Pilkington represent?

3. Who does Frederick represent?

4. What is Orwell trying to infer by having Snowball read a book about Julius Caesar’s campaigns?

5. What does the battle of Cowshed represent?

Chapter 5

1. What does the bitterly hard weather represent?

2. “It had come to be accepted that the pigs, who were manifestly cleverer than the other animals, should decide all questions of farm policy, though their decisions had to be ratified by a majority vote.”

Why allow a vote?

3. “According to Napoleon, what the animals must do was to procure firearms and train themselves in the use of them. According to Snowball, they must send out more and more pigeons and stir up rebellion among the animals on the other farms.”

What does this say about Snowball’s and Napoleon’s personality?

4. Napoleon stood up and, casting a peculiar look at Snowball, uttered a high-pitched whimper of a kind no one ever heard him utter before [, and] in a moment he was out the door.”

What does this represent?

5. “They kept close to Napoleon. It was noticed that they wagged their tails to him in the same way as the other dogs had been used to do to Mr. Jones.”

What theme does this symbolize?

6. What theme is represented when “four young porkers[showed] their 

disapproval … the dogs sitting around Napoleon let out a deep, menacing growls, and the pigs fell silent.”

7. “And as to the Battle of the Cowshed, I believe the time will come when we shall find that Snowball’s part in it was much exaggerated.”

What theme is this?

8. What does the skull of Old major represent?

Chapter 6
1. “All that year the animals worked like slaves”

How is this irony? Foreshadowing?

2. “In August Napoleon announced that there would be work on Sunday afternoons as well. This work was strictly voluntary, but any animal who absented himself from it would have his rations reduced by half.”

Why is this ironic?

3.  What does the windmill symbolize in this chapter?

4. “Napoleon announced that he had decided upon a new policy. From now onwards Animal farm would engage in trade with the neighboring farms.”

What this represent in Russian history.

5. “If more money were needed, it would have to made up by the sale of eggs…The hens, said Napoleon, should welcome this sacrifice as their own special contribution towards the building of the windmill.”
Why is this propaganda?

6. “Once again the animals were conscious of a vague uneasiness. Never to have any dealings with human beings, never to engage in trade, never to make use of money-had not these been among the earliest resolutions passed at that first triumphant Meeting after Jones was expelled? All the animals remembered passing such resolutions: or at least they thought that they remembered it.”
What themes does this represent?

7. “The four young pigs who had protested when Napoleon abolished the Meetings raised their voices timidly, but they were promptly silenced by a tremendous growling from the dogs.”

What theme does this represent?

8. “It was about this time that the pigs suddenly moved into the farmhouse and took up their residence there.”
What theme is this?

9. “Again the animals seemed to remember that a resolution against this had been passed in the early days, and again Squealer was able to convince them that this was not the case.”

What 2 themes are present here?

10. “No animal shall sleep in a bed with sheets.”

What theme is this?

11.” Only old Benjamin refused to grow enthusiastic about the windmill, though as usual, he would utter nothing beyond the cryptic remark that donkeys live a long time”

Why is this quote significant?

12. “Comrades, here and now I pronounce the death sentence upon Snowball.”

What is wrong with the ideas presented in this quote?

Chapter 7

1. “Napoleon was well aware of the bad results that might follow if the real facts of the food situation were known, and he decided to make use of Mr. Whymper to spread a contrary impression”
Why is this quote significant?

2. In January the food fell short…Starvation seemed to stare them in the face.

Why is this ironic?

3. When talking about Napoleon, Orwell states: “When he did emerge, it was in a ceremonial manner, with an escort of six dogs who closely surrounded him and growled if anyone came too near.

What is important about the word ceremonial?

4. “Four days later, in the late afternoon, Napoleon ordered all the animals to assemble in the yard…Having got there, he collected two successive loads of stone and dragged them down to the windmill before retiring for the night.”

What is the significance of these pages. What historical event does it describe?

5. “He announced that, by a special decree of Comrade Napoleon, Beasts of England had been abolished. From now on it was forbidden to sing it.”
Why does Napoleon ban “Beasts of England”?

Chapter 8

1. “No animal shall kill without cause.”

What theme is this?

2.What is the significance of  Orwell calling Napoleon, “Leader, Comrade Napoleon”?

3. Frederick attacking Animal Farm parallels what in history?

4. “Moreover, terrible stories were leaking out from Pinchfield about the cruelties that Frederick practiced upon his animals. He had flogged an old horse to death, he starved his cows, he had killed a dog by throwing it into the furnace, he amused himself in the evenings by making cocks fight with splinters of razor-blade tied to their spurs.”

What does this represent in history?

6. “Throughout the whole period of this seeming friendship with Pilkington, Napoleon had really been in secret agreement with Frederick.”

What does this represent in history?

7. “Napoleon called the animals together immediately and in a terrible voice pronounced the death sentence upon Frederick.
What does this represent in history?

8.“The animals now also learned that Snowball had never—as many of them had believed hithterto--received the order of ‘Animal Hero, First Class.’ This was merely a legend which had been spread some time after the Battle of Cowshed by Snowball himself. So far from being decorated, he had been censured for showing cowardice in the battle once again some of the animals heard this with a certain bewilderment, but Squealer was soon able to convince them that their memories had been at fault.”

Historically, what is happening?

What themes does this represent?

9.What historical significance is there to Napoleon changing the name of the mill to Napoleon Mill?
10.Discuss the changes to the fifth commandment.

Chapter 9

1.“Mean while life was hard…whatever the appearances might be.”

What themes are present?

2.Discuss Squealer’s use of “readjustment” and “reduction”

3. Discuss the themes present in the rest of that paragraph.

4.Why did the pigs allow Moses to come back?

Chapter 10

1.“But still, neither pig… and their appetites were always good”

Discuss this quotes including the themes present.

2.”There was nothing…everything was getting better and better.”

Discuss the themes present in this quote.

3.“It was a pig walking on his hind legs.”

Discuss the significance of this quote.

4. Discuss the significance of the 7 commandments turning into one.

5.Discuss the significance of the last two paragraphs of the novel.

