(9th) Lesson 8: Reading Comprehension: Poetry

Directions: Read the poem below. Then read the questions on the following page. Select the best answer for each.
Advice to Lovers 

I knew an old man at a Fair 

Who made it his twice-yearly task 

To clamber on a cider cask 

And cry to all the yokels there:— 

(5)
“Lovers to-day and for all time

Preserve the meaning of my rhyme: 

Love is not kindly nor yet grim 

But does to you as you to him. 

“Whistle, and Love will come to you, 

(10)
Hiss, and he fades without a word,

Do wrong, and he great wrong will do, 

Speak, he retells what he has heard. 

“Then all you lovers have good heed 

Vex not young Love in word or deed: 

(15)
Love never leaves an unpaid debt, 

He will not pardon nor forget.”

The old man’s voice was sweet yet loud 

And this shows what a man was he, 

He’d scatter apples to the crowd 

(20)
And give great draughts of cider, free. 

—Robert Graves



1.  Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word clamber as it is used in line 3? 

A.
visit

B.
yell

C.
climb

D.
meet

2.  The poet’s use of the word yokels indicates that he regards the others at the fair with

J.
disinterest.

K.
amusement.

L.
suspicion.

M.
respect.

3.  Which of the choices below best summarizes the message of the old man’s speech? 

A.
Love is cruel to all lovers.

B.
Love rewards devoted lovers and punishes careless lovers.

C.
There is not enough love in the 
world today.

D.
Anyone who falls in love is asking for a broken heart.


4.  How often does the old man give his speech? 

J.
every day

K.
once a week

L.
twice a year

M.
once a year

5.  The author thinks that the old man in the poem is

A.
generous.

B.
mean.

C.
confused.

D.
misguided.

6.  What is unusual about the structure of the poem? 

J.
Several verses contain no rhyming words.

K.
The rhyme scheme changes from one stanza to the next.

L.
Part of the poem is written in prose.

M.
The stanzas do not have an equal number of lines.
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