Independence for Latin America

Study Guide
Class System

Spaniards

Highest class of people were those who were born in Spain and then moved to the Americas. These people made up a small percentage of the population.  Held most power, enjoyed special privileges and controlled most of the wealth.

Creoles

Next in line after the Spaniards.  Creoles were people who were born in America but whose parent/ancestors had been born in Spain.  Creoles were rich and well educated, but they were not trusted and seldom help important jobs in government.  Creoles were jealous of the Spaniards and angry because of the limitations Spaniards placed on them. 

Mestizos

Below the Creoles.  Mestizos were part Indian and part Spanish. Poor.  Worked as crafts people or shop owners.  Worked in churches or worked as managers in mines or on plantations.  Few were rich and few had opportunity to improve their lives.

Indians

Below the Mestizos.  Worked as personal servants or as laborers on the plantation or in mines. Poor and had few rights.

Slaves

Least powerful and most oppressed group

LESSON 2 – Toussaint L’Ouverture and Haiti
Haiti’s night of fire was the night the slaves began a rebellion.

Hildalgo, Toussaint, Bolivar, and San Martin  were all leaders of the fight for independence.

Haiti is part of an Island in Hispaniola (Hispañola)

The struggle for Hatian independence was begun by Boukman .
Toussaint’s first efforts to help the Haitian revolution was as a doctor.

Napoleon Bonaparte encouraged the Latin American fight for independence by installing his brother on the Spanish throne.
There were a number of things going on around the world that influenced the Latin American independence movement – French Revolution, American Revolution and writing of enlightenment thinkers.
The French finally leave St. Domingue because yellow fever killed thousands of French soldiers.  
LESSON 3 – Mexico’s Fight for Independence
Mexico’s war of independence began in 1810.
The Creole’s in Mexico were unhappy with Spain because the Creole’s wanted to hold more power.

The Grito de Dolores were the last words of Hidalgo’s independence speech.  These words were repeated every year on the night of September 15 by the president of Mexico.
Jose Maria Morelos was unsuccessful in winning independence because he wanted to take land away from the Creoles.
After many years, the tide turned in favor of the Mexican rebels because Iturbide and his army unit joined the rebels.
LESSON 4 – Simón Boulívar the Liberator
The most successful liberator of South America was Simón Boulívar

The first person to try to liberate Venezuela from Spanish rule was Francisco de Miranda

Simón Boulívar won independence for Venezuela, and helped free Peru from Spanish rule.

What European country tried to capture Buenos Aires? – Great Britain (British)
LESSON 5 – Revolution in the South

Moreno convinced the city council to remove the king’s viceroy.
The present day countries that formed la Plata are Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Argentina. (see notes packet map)
With the protection of San Martin’s army, Peru declared independence on July 28, 1821.
San Martin and Boulivar both shared the same goal, which was never achieved, of uniting all of South America.
LESSON 6 – Brazil Finds Another Way

Brazil was different from many other Latin American country because it was ruled by Portugal not Spain.

Brazil became independent when king Joao’s son Pedro tore the Portuguese flag off his uniform and declared Brazil independent.

Brazil’s winning of independence was different from the other South American efforts because it was relatively peaceful.
LESSON 7 – Mexico After Independence

Pancho Villa and Emilliano Zappata were both well known guerrilla leaders.
Santa Ana was the Mexican ruler that fought against the Texans at the Alamo.
Pancho Villa and Emilliano Zappata were so successful in their efforts because they fought for the causes of poor people. 
