Lecture:  From Versailles to Pearl Harbor
        Standard 11.7.1: Examine the origins of American involvement in the War, with an emphasis on the events    

         that precipitated the attack on Pearl Harbor.

	Event Date
	Action Taken by Germany, Italy, or Japan
	Response from U.S. and Its Allies
	Event Traffic Light

	
	A. Germany Faces Economic Collapse 
World War I devastates Germany.

I.  Treaty of Versailles will make Germany: 

A. Take full responsibility for the war.

B. Make territorial concessions.

C. Limit the size of its military.

D. Pay 31 billion in reparations.

II. Hyperinflation- In 1914, 4.2 German marks = $1 U.S.; by 1923 1 billion marks = $1 U.S.  

III. Germans were angry with their Weimar government because of Treaty of Versailles.  
	
	

	
	B. The Rise of Adolph Hitler
I. Hitler Rises

    A. Joins the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (the ________ Party) only a small force in German politics.

    B. In his book, Mein Kampf (My Struggle), he states that Germans are part of the Aryan race, a superior race, and Jews are to blame for Germany’s defeat & economic troubles.  

II. Dictator 

A. In 1934 Hitler combined the offices of chancellor and president and called himself the Fuhrer (leader).  

B. The Third Reich was born, the successor to the Holy Roman and German Empires.  

C. ______________- a political philosophy that calls for the glorification of the nation above the individual, a centralized government headed by a dictatorial leader, severe economic and social control, and the use of force against opposition. 

D. Believing that the Aryan race is superior, he begins to build up the military (disobeying the Treaty of Versailles) and to claims Germany has rights to territory in the east.  

III. Anti-Semitism 

A. __________ were not allowed to work in government jobs, education, practice law or medicine.  
B. The Nuremberg Laws of 1935 took away Jews’ German citizenship and banned marriage between non-Jews and Jews.   

C. Many Jews emigrated to other European countries and around the world.
	
	

	
	C. Fascism in Italy
I. Background

    A.  WWI brought severe economic and political problems to Italy.

    B.  Italian nationalists were upset with Italy’s weakness in signing the Treaty of Versailles because it did not give it sought territory.  

II. Mussolini

A. Benito Mussolini was part of the Fascist Party and hoped to return the glory of Italy from the days of Rome.  

B. _________________ despise socialists and communists.   

C. In 1922, Mussolini led a “_________ on Rome” to defend the capital against a communist takeover causing him to become prime minister.   

D. The Fascists controlled elections, outlawed all opposition, and censored the press. 

III. Imperialism

    A. Mussolini decided to create an empire.  He formed a protectorate over Albania.

    B. In Africa, Mussolini invaded Ethiopia who appealed to a hesitant League of Nations.  
	
	


	
	D. The Spanish Civil War
I. The Spanish-American War

       A. 1930’s Francisco Franco – Nationalist Party vs. Republicans/      Communists        
       B. Franco wanted to set up Fascist state

       C. Aided by Hitler  & Mussolini
II. Rome-Berlin Axis

       A. 1939 Spanish Civil War ends

       B. Franco becomes dictator of Spain

       C. Alliance = AXIS POWERS= Germany, Italy, Spain


	
	

	
	E. The Rise of Militarism in Japan

I. Militarism in Japan

   A. Dependency on world markets caused economic disaster

   B. Resented reputation as second-rate power
II. Japanese Imperialism

   A. 1931 attacked Manchuria

   B. 1932 military took control over Japan

   C. 1936 signed alliance with Italy and Germany (Rome-Berlin-Tokyo    AXIS)

   D. Prepared for continued aggression in Asia
	
	

	
	F.Violation of Appeasement

I. Treaty of Versailles

    A. In 1936 – Hitler violates treaty by rearming, occupying the Rhineland, and taking over Austria.  
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Rhineland                          Sudetenland 

     B.    Britain and France criticizes but take no action.  This  means appeasement.

II. 193I.  Munich Agreement

A. Sudetenland – part of Czechoslovakia where 3 million Germans lived.

B. British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and Hitler meet in Munich in 1938.  Sudetenland was given to Germany with the agreement that Hitler would leave the rest of the country alone and no further interest in European expansion.

 C.  President Roosevelt immediately sent a telegram to Prime            Minister Chamberlain with the words “Good Man.”
	
	

	
	G. The Invasion of Czechoslovakia
I. Czechoslovakia

    A. Hitler will invade the rest of Czechoslovakia six months after the Munich Conference.  

    B. He will make demands for Poland.

    C. Britain and France pledge to help Poland in case of attack.

II. Nazi-Soviet Pact

A. The Soviet Union was concerned with the Poland crisis and tried to become an ally with France and Britain but they feared their communist system.

B. The USSR turns to Germany in a pact to not attack each other on August 23, 1939.  


	
	


	
	H. World War II Begins
I.  Poland is invaded on September 1, 1939 and is defeated within 3 weeks

II. Britain and France declare war.
	
	

	
	I. Support of Britain

I. Atlantic Charter- Prime Minister Churchill met with President Roosevelt in Canada to discuss war aims such as no gains in territory and self-government.

II. Danger in the Seas- 

A. In Oct. 1941, Reuben James and the Kearney (two American destroyers) were sunk by German submarines because they were carrying arms.
	
	

	
	J. Bombing of Pearl Harbor

I. Japanese Aggression

     A. Japan expanded control in Pacific and threatened U.S. supplies of  natural resources

     B. Planned to destroy American naval and air power in the Pacific to assure U.S. would not interfere in  its efforts to control Asia.
	
	


Essential Question: What events led to U.S. involvement in WWII?

