English 3-4 CP/A: Beowulf Review/Study Guide
You should know the following:

I. Historical background: 
a. the setting: when and where the action of the poem takes place
b. the above should be distinguished from what we know about where and when the epic poem was written down/the manuscript of the poem:
c. what we know about “the Beowulf poet” and/or scribe
d. the tribes involved in the poem:
e. the worldview/ethos, value system, religious beliefs, etc. of the Germanic tribal warriors
II. Universal characteristics of epic poetry

III. Characteristics of the “warrior code,” as well as examples from the poem that confirm or contradict this code
IV. Major characters, their traits/characteristics and the relationships between the characters
V. Structure/ Settings of the poem—3 major battles, where they take place, who the enemies are, what boundaries are crossed, what violations of the warrior code take place; how the hero fares in each, the outcomes

VI. Back stories—have some grasp on the past stories mentioned—who Shild, Siegmund, Hermod, Finn were—how they are a model or foil for Beowulf

VII. Poetic elements: especially kennings, alliteration, repetition of sounds (internal rhyme), caesura/enjambment:
VIII. Key literary terms: ambiguous/ambiguity, anathema, archetype/archetypal, foil, juxtaposition, etc. 
IX. Beowulf vocabulary (affliction, cowering, etc )
