Chapter 11 Study Guide
The Renaissance

Group one: pp. 322-326

Identifications

Petrarch

Marsilio Ficino

Questions:
1. How did men like Petrarch and Ficino view the world they lived in as something different?

2. What were the two main realms of emphasis in the Renaissance?

3. List the three phases of the Renaissance and the characteristics of each.

4. How did Italy at this time differ from other areas of Europe?

5. What was considered a large city population during the Renaissance?

6. List as many functions performed by Italian Renaissance cities as you can. (There are at least six).

7. What was the connection between the rural area around the city and the city itself?

8. How was a typical Renaissance city different from a modern city? Give details.

9. How was the level of wealth distributed in a typical Renaissance city?

10. What defined the Renaissance economy? Explain.

11. What was the main economic activity in Renaissance Italy? Second?

12. How much of the population lived as subsistence level?

13. What was the defining characteristic of the early Renaissance economy?

14. What kept the population low between 1350 and 1450?

15. How did the population increase of the late fifteenth century change the balance of supply and demand of products? (be complete)

16. What was the result of the changes discussed in question 15?

17. Why did the consumption of luxuries begin to soar?

18. What role did the wet nurse play in the life of the wealthy?

19. What was a Renaissance family like?

20. What was the expectation for a Renaissance son?

21. What was the expectation for a Renaissance daughter?

22. According to Alberti what were the expected characteristics of a Renaissance wife? (list them but be compete)

Group two: pp.327- 331

Identifications (on artists, be complete; contributions, famous works)

Isabella d’Este

Donatello 
Masaccio 

Leon Batista Alberti

Piero della Francesca

Sandro Botticelli

Questions

1. When did a Renaissance woman marry? How was a marriage and dowry perceived?

2. When did men marry and why?

3. When did men come of age and when were they considered old?

4. What role did men and women play in their household?

5. What were the principle causes of death?

6. How effective was medical practice at this time?

7. Name some ways that life in the Renaissance had improved over earlier times.(be complete)

8. What role did the church play in Renaissance life?

9. What were some of the roles that art played in Renaissance life?

10. Who paid for Renaissance art? Who produced it?

11. How did one become an artist?

12. Why was there such a demand for art?

13. What was the dominant artistic discipline? Why?

14. What were the characteristics of medieval the Gothic architecture?

15. How did Brunelleschi challenge and change the Gothic norm?

16. What was the major influence on Renaissance sculpture?

17. Who built the dome of Florence cathedral?

Group three pp; 330-337

Identifications

Leonardo da Vinci

Michelangelo Buonarotti

Giorgio Vasari

Julius II

Donato Bramante 

Pico della Mirandola 

Lorenzo Valla

Leonardo Bruni 

Baldesar Castiglioni 

Niccolo Machiavelli

Questions

1. In what ways did Vasari describe da Vinci as a Renaissance man?

2. How did Michelangelo come to paint the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel and what was its content?
3. How did Renaissance art serve Renaissance society? (Read the whole paragraph).

4. What were the characteristic goals and achievements of the humanists?

5. What were the humanities?

6. What was the relationship between the humanists and religion? (Answer carefully)

7. Why were the humanists so fascinated by ancient texts?

8. Why was the work of the humanists with ancient texts important?

9. What was important about how the humanists studied texts?

10. Why did they believe the study of these things was important?

Group Four pp.338-342

Identifications

The Medici 

The Visconti 

Francesco Sforza

Condottieri

Oligarchy

Most Serene Republic

Questions:

1. What makes The Prince such a remarkable work, even today?

2. What was virtu?

3. What was Machiavelli’s hoped for overall purpose for Italy in writing The Prince?
4. In what way were Valla and Machiavelli humanists?

5. What conditions allowed Italian cities to be the center of power in the Christian world in the 15th century? (There are three; explain each.)

6. What were the characteristics of the city –state?

7. What were the five great powers? List characteristics of each.

8. How was Venice ruled? 

9. What three things constantly threatened the city-states?

10. Explain why the art of diplomacy developed in Italy at this time.

11. What was the key the success of Venice? (Be careful; read all of it)

12. How was Venice an oligarchy? What group of people controlled this city?

13. Why did Venice turn her attentions to the West in the fifteenth century?

14. List Venice’s successes in the fifteenth century.

15. What were the two foundations of Florence’s prosperity? Explain both.

16. What were some setbacks to Florentine prosperity in the mid fourteenth century?

Group five pp.343-348

Identifications

Cosimo de Medici

Lorenzo de Medici

Peace of Lodi (what was it and its effects)

Mehmed II

Ludovico II Moro

Charles VIII

Questions

1. How did the Medici come to power?

2. How was Lorenzo de Medici an ideal Renaissance prince?

3. How did Italian city states dominate Europe during the Renaissance? (Be complete)

4. Why did the city states aggressively try to dominate each other in the fifteenth century?

5. Who were the Ottomans? How did they affect Venice? Why?

6. When did Constantinople fall?

7. Why was the fall of Constantinople seen as so devastating by the Europeans?

8. How did the Wars of Italy start?

9. How did Italy become a European battleground?

10. How did Venice, Florence and Rome fall?

