Cultural Patterns & Processes Study Guide
Culture

culture 

· Culture is the traditions and beliefs of a group of people. 

· Culture is learned behavior that is passed from one generation to the next. 

· Cultures are dynamic and always changing. 

· Cultural traits are a reflection of a group’s values. 
A group of related cultural traits is a  culture complex. 

cultural possibilism: The idea that an environment influences, but does not strictly determine, how a culture interacts with the environment 

culture trait: A single attribute of culture
environmental determinism: The theory that the physical environment causes social and cultural development 

cultural landscape: The idea that cultures will modify the natural landscape to fit their needs
culture hearth: The area of origin of a culture 

A cultural transition zone is an area around the boundary between two culture regions that exhibits traits from both cultures. 

Toponymy is the study of how place names reflect the culture and heritage of people. 

When waves of cultural groups move into an area and modify the human imprint of the cultural landscape, this is known as sequent occupance. 
Assimilation is when a minority culture has completely adopted the traits of a host culture into their culture. 
Acculturation is the process by which a less dominant culture adopts some of the traits of a more dominant culture. 
In nearly all societies, women 

· have fewer legal rights than men. 

· cannot own land. 

· do not earn the same pay as a man does.  

· are responsible for housework and child rearing. 

A patriarchal society is one that favors males over females. 

The following areas would be considered a cultural transition zones 

· Southwest USA-Northern Mexico. 

· Southern Florida. 

· Eastern Ontario-Western Quebec. 

· Poland. 

Diffusion
Cultural diffusion is the spread of culture traits from one group to another. 

Relocation diffusion is the spread of an idea or trait through the physical movement of people from one place to another. 

The following is an example of expansion diffusion: 

· Contagious diffusion. 

· Hierarchical diffusion. 

· Stimulus diffusion. 

Contagious diffusion is  the rapid and widespread diffusion of a characteristic throughout the population. 

Hierarchical diffusion is the spread of an idea from persons of power to other persons. 

Stimulus diffusion is the spread of an idea from persons of power to other persons. 

In the diffusion of Buddhism from India to China, the Himalaya Mountains acted a physical barrier. 

Regions

a culture realm: A geographic assemblage of related culture regions   

All of the following are examples of a functional region 

· the area served by a Walmart. 

· the circulation of a daily newspaper. 

· the broadcast area of a radio station. 

· any market area for a retail business. 

The American South is considered a vernacular culture region. 

According to the Core-Domain-Sphere model influence of a culture decreases the further one travels from the core. 

Language

Vernacular language  

· is spoken mostly by the lower class. 

· has become synonymous with less education. 

· has relaxed grammar rules. 

· is dynamic and always changing. 

Arabic spread globally as a result of religion

The principal concentration of French-speaking North Americans is in Quebec. 

English has diffused worldwide, while Chinese is spoken mostly in China. 

Nearly half of the people in the world speak a language from the Indo-European family. 

China uses an ideographic method of writing. 

An isogloss is a boundary between language regions. 

A regional variant of a language is known as a language dialect. 

Dialects are local variants in language that differ in their 

· vocabulary. 

· spelling. 

· pronunciation. 

· speed at which the language is spoken. 

When groups of speakers of a single language are isolated from each other, each group may develop  

· new grammar rules. 

· different pronunciations of words. 

· unique vocabulary. 

A common language that is used among speakers of different languages for the purposes of trade and commerce is called a lingua franca. 

Official languages are used by the government for use in its daily business. 

Problems with multi-lingual states include  

· increased costs for printing government signs and literature in multiple languages. 

· antagonism between speakers of the different languages. 

· confusion, as some place names are identified differently in the different languages. 

An extinct language is a language that no longer has native speakers is considered 

Hebrew is an example of a revived language 

Cultural groups often work to preserve and protect their languages  because oral history will be lost if the language is not preserved and language is an essential part of a culture‟s identity. 

A creole language is a pidgin language that has evolved to become a group’s first language. 

Most English-speaking countries around the world speak British English because British colonized many areas around the world. 

One of the most obvious ways for a culture to exert its influence on the landscape in an urban area is to make sure business signs are written in their language. 

Differences between American and British English include all of the following 

· different pronunciation of words. 

· different spelling of words. 

· different vocabulary for some objects. 

Early English was influenced by all of the following groups 

· Vikings. 

· Angles. 

· French. 

· Saxons. 

A pidgin language 

· has a limited vocabulary. 

· has few, if any, grammar rules. 

· is a simplified language based on two separate languages. 

· is not the first language of any person. 

Religion

Studying religions is important to understanding a culture because  religious beliefs are reflected in most aspects of culture. 

Islam is the most important religion in its area of origin.
Roman Catholicism and Mormonism are both considered hierarchical religions. 

Hinduism can be considered the “parent” religion to Buddhism. 

Hindus have a rigid class system (castes or varnas); Buddhists reject the caste system. 

The largest number of Muslims are in South Asia 

The Shi’ite Muslim population is concentrated in  Iran and parts of Iraq. 

Islam diffused across the Eastern Hemisphere through 

· war. 

· trade. 

· missionaries. 

· migration. 

In Europe, many Catholics are less likely to attend church or be active in their religious community. This is due to the rise of Secularism. 

The following religions are important in India.
· Hinduism. 

· Sikhism. 

· Buddhism. 

· Islam. 

About half of all Jews live in Israel, the rest are concentrated in urban areas of Europe and North America. 

Religions’ influence on the cultural landscape can be seen in 

· places of worship. 

· burial grounds. 

· shrines. 

· sacred sites. 

The largest concentration of Protestants in the world is in North America. 

Iran would be a good example of a theocracy (a country ruled by a religious leaders) 

The following areas are predominantly Muslim  

· North Africa. 

· Middle East. 

· Indonesia. 

· Central Asia. 

Popular Culture
Popular Culture is characterized by 

· quickly changing attributes. 

· urban population. 

· globalization. 

· uniform landscapes. 

Examples of non-material aspects of culture 

· belief systems. 

· practices. 

· values. 

· traditions. 

In the United States New York and Los Angeles often serve as hearths for popular culture. 

Tokyo, New York, and London often serve as hearths for popular culture
Popular culture is rapidly diffused around the world by 

· American news organizations, such as CNN. 

· Hollywood movies. 

· American TV shows. 

· the internet. 

The following statements concerning the globalization of Western culture are true. 

· Many foreign cultures have adopted Western traits like clothing and religion. 

· Some areas of the world have actively resisted Western culture traits. 

· Backlash against Western culture has resulted in violence in some areas. 

· Western culture is often spread through movies and other media. 

Folk Culture

People often practice their folk customs instead of pop culture because they want to preserve their traditional cultures. 

 Folk culture is often seen in which of the following  

· Traditional music. 

· Traditional housing. 

· Traditional medicines. 

· Traditional dress. 

Folk culture is transmitted from one location to another primarily through relocation diffusion. 

Folk cultures have great reverence for their environment. 

In folk societies, materials used for building homes are available locally. 

Examples of folk cultural landscapes in the United States: 

· Amish communities in Pennsylvania. 

· Pueblo communities in New Mexico. 

· Log cabins in Appalachia. 

· Salt Box homes in New England. 

All of the following are characteristics of folk cultures  

· folk culture populations are usually small. 

· folk cultures have a homogeneous population. 

· folk cultures must use local materials when building. 

· folk cultures eat mostly foods that locally available. 

Ethnicity 
Ethnocentrism is the belief that one’s own ethnic group is superior to others. 

Some ethnicities are comprised of people from several different races. 

Apartheid, a policy of racial segregation from 1948-1990, was the official policy of South Africa. 

African-Americans predominately live in the South and northern US Cities. 

The following are ethnic regions of North America:
· French Quebec. 

· Midwest. 

· South Florida. 

· Borderland region. 

The largest minority group in the United States is Hispanics. 

In Canada, the greatest concentration of Asians lives in Vancouver, BC. 

In large cities, people with the same culture often live in segregated areas called ethnic enclaves. 

