China’s Golden Age
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The Splendor of the Tang

· Separate kingdoms from AD 220 until AD 618

· Tang Rulers

· Tang Taizong found Tang dynasty

· Reunited all China kingdoms

· Stabilized government

· Brought in bureaucracy

· Goal was to create efficient government

· Some consider Taizong as greatest emperor

· Empress Wu – only woman empress

· Tried to raise role of women

· Scholars write about famous women

· Tang Capital

· The Tang established their capital in Chang’an

· Population of 2 million

· 1 million in city and 1 million surrounding area

· 2 large markets – one at each end of the city

· Palace at end of large avenue that led to city main gate

· Big commercial center – along silk road

· Turks, Indians, Persians, Koreans, and Jews all traded

· Art and Literature

· Golden age for art and literature

· Paintings with subtle colors
· Pottery glazed

· Architects – Buddhist temples

· Sculptors – statues for temples

· Poetry

· Li Bo – wrote about beauty of nature

The Song Era of Good Government
· Song Dynasty ruled from AD 960 to 1279

· Ruled for a period of time after Tang Dynasty collapsed

· The Scholar-Official Class

· Era of good government

· Depended on scholar-officials to run the bureaucracy

· Had exams for those who wanted to be government officials – had to be qualified

· Were monitored

· Couldn’t serve in own district

· Had to change every three years

· The Merit System

· Merit system is a process for hiring and promoting based on talent and skill rather than wealth or social status

· As scholar-officials gained power, so did emperor 

· Pushed aside noble families 
· Were loyal supporters

· The Shift to the South

· Good government meant good economy

· Several cities with populations of 1 million

· Many south of Chang River (Yangtze River)

· After barbarian invasions (AD 1127) in the north withdrew from north, moved capital to Hangzhou
Religion and Thought in China’s Golden Age
· Daoism

· Started by Lao Tzu

· Dao= “Way of nature”
· Earth, heaven, and people should follow the Dao – then all well in the world

· Happiness=going with the flow

· Take time to figure out natural and easy way to do things

· Everything alive in the universe shares universal life force

· Two sides

· Yin = dark side (woman, moon, death)

· Yang = light side (man, sun, creation, birth_

· Needs to be balance

· For many means withdrawing from society and live close to nature

· Began as philosophy and grew into a religion
· By Tang Dynasty, had

· Priests

· Temples

· Monasteries

· Buddhism

· Based on the spiritual teaching of Indian spiritual leader Siddhartha Gautama (also know as the Buddha)

· The Buddha = “the Enlightened One”

· Taught that life involves suffering – to ease up suffering is to give up worldly desires

· Those who achieve enlightenment enter “nirvana” or a state of complete peace

· Buddhism in China

· Buddhism entered China during Han Dynasty and gained strength during troubled times before Tang Dynasty

· It was based on hope for salvation and end to suffering

· Over time developed elements of Daoism

· Two schools of thought 

· Pure Land Buddhism

· Emphasized salvation through faith
· Worshiped a Buddha figure named Amitabha

· Performed rituals of devotion to ensure entry to paradise “the Pure Land”

· Chan Buddhism

· Began with the teaching of Indian Buddhist named Bodhidharma who entered China in early 500’s

· Chinese monk Huineng developed teachings

· Meditation, awareness, and living “in the moment” could bring enlightenment

· Enlightenment could arrive in a sudden flash of awareness

· Chan masters provoke student awareness by asking puzzling riddles like “What is the sound of one hand clapping?”

· Known as Zen Buddhism in Japan

· By Tang Dynasty – Buddhism generally accepted

· Buddhist temples and monasteries grew rich – rulers reacted to popularity

· Opposition

· Alien religion – no roots in Chinese culture

· Withdrew from world – should be involved in society and family life

· In AD 845 Emperor Wuzong – a devoted follower of Daoism - ordered destruction of 

· 4600 monasteries

· 40,000 temples

· 250,000 monks/nuns  give up religion

· Buddhism never recovered

· Confucianism

· Confucius 

· Lived from 551 to 479 B.C.

· Family lose wealth  

· Parents send to school (may have know Lao Tzu)

· Teacher & involved in politics

· Later in life traveled around China and gave advice to different rulers
· Some opposition of Buddhism came from those who believed in Confucianism

· A system of ethics and morals based on Confucius

· Was the main belief system before Buddhism

· Belief system designed to restore peace and stability to China

· Beliefs based on respect for family and social order

· Children respect parents

· Subjects respect ruler

· Ruler respect nation

· Prince be a prince, minster be a minister, etc.

· Wise ruler would govern through moral example rather than force

· Gain virtue through education

· Neo-Confucianism

· New philosophy began in Song era
· Revived form of Confucianism influenced by Buddhism and Daoism
· Studied Confucius and interpreted in new ways to discover meaning of life

· Zhu Xi most famous thinker

· Should live according to Dao

· In 1175, wrote a guide

· Everyday seek improvement

· Learning what don’t know is changing for good

Advances in Farming, Technology, and Trade
· Farming

· Move to south affected what grew

· Wheat & barley are dry-land crops (north)

· Rice – humid (south)

· Rice grows in flooded field called paddies
· Developed irrigation systems

· Developed fast-ripening rice – harvest 2-3 crops per year – could feed more people

· Between 750 and 1100  - population doubled from 50 to 100 million

· Tang dynasty – wealthy purchased much of good farmland

· Peasants worked as tenant farmers

· Technology

· Built oceangoing ships that could carry 500
· Water tight compartments – if a leak – that compartment sealed off

· Used magnetic compass – could go to places like India & South-east Asia

· Discovered gunpowder
· Made bombs, rockets, other weapons

· Invented paper 

· 800’s invented block printing

· Carve text into blocks of wood – then blocked inked

· Later developed moveable type

· With printing, cost of books lowered and schools expanded

· Trade and Industry

· Trade grew

· One reason – increased farm production
· Another reason – drop in travel cost

· Grand Canal connects two major rivers

· Oldest and largest manmade waterway

· Several canals at end of Song period

· Third reason – developed money economy

· Tang Dynasty – heavy copper coins

· Song Dynasty  - paper money

· Industry grew

· During Song Dynasty

· Silk cloth

· Porcelain – hard whit pottery

· Iron – salt production, weapons, tools, nails

China Under the Mongols and Ming

Chapter 11

The Mongol Ascendancy
· The Mongol Conquests

· Mongols from a steppe in northwest China

· Steppe is large dry grass-covered plain

· Life was harsh and resources limited
· The Mongols Unite

· Mongols were nomads who herded cattle and sheep

· Moved with the season

· Each clan was led by a khan or ruler

· In late 1100’s Genghis Khan built an army and began to conquer tribes

· Factors in the Mongols’ Success

· Genghis brilliant military leader

· Troops in groups of 10, 100, 1,000, and 10,000 men

· Genghis was ruthless in battle

· He burned cities of enemies

· Left bones piled on ruins

· Mongols were fierce warriors and expert horsemen

· Fire arrows at full gallop

· Adopted new weapons from Chinese

· Catapult

· Bombs made of gunpowder

· Genghis maintained law and order

· Banned theft and feuding – harsh punishments

· The Mongol Empire

· United Mongols
· Broke through Great Wall into China
· By 1215 conquered most of northern China
· Across Central Asia as far as southern Russia
· By 1227 (year that Genghis died) stretched from Pacific Ocean to Caspian Sea 
· Conquered Russia and pushed into central Europe

· Persia, Mesopotamia, & Syria

· Divided empire into 4 parts called khannates

· The Yuan Dynasty

· Great success in West – still another 20 years conquer China

· 1260 Kublai Khan took over northern China (Genghis’s grandson)

· Moved South & strong resistance from the Song

· 1279 control of all of China

· Mongol Rule

· Kept some Chinese traditions

· Song bureaucracy
· Rituals of Chinese court

· Changed other traditions

· Suspended civil service examinations – used followers

· Gave power to regional officials

· A New Social Order

· Four levels

· Mongols – top

· Other foreigners

· Northern Chinese

· Southern Chinese

· Chinese had few rights

· Turks and other Muslims were largest group of foreigners

· Tibetans encouraged to spread their form of Buddhism

· Allowed Christian missionaries from Europe
· Trade and Commerce

· Merchants higher status – no taxes

· Continued sea trade

· Reopened Silk Road – closed during the Song Dynasty

· Ideas and inventions traveled from East to West

· Caravans carried silk, porcelain, spices, and luxury goods to Islamic Empires and Europe

· Adventures of Marco Polo

· Most famous European visitor was Marco Polo – from Venice, Italy

· Polo first went to China with father and uncle in 1275

· Stayed for 17 years

· Favorite guest of Kublai Khan

· Was a diplomat who traveled around the country

· Returned to Europe in 1295 and published an account of his travels

· Use of paper money

· Stones that burned – coal
The Ming Dynasty
· Ming Rule

· The Ming Dynasty ruled for 300 years until 1644

· Tried to eliminate traces of Mongol rule

· Hongwu was founder of the dynasty

· The First Ming Emperor

· Hongwu’s family poor

· Joined rebellion against Mongols and rose in ranks

· Distrusted scholar-officials

· Revived Confucian values

· Revived merit system for choosing officials

· Reversed trade policies of Mongols
· Hongwu tried to rule for the interests of the people – but was a despot or a cruel tyrant
· He trusted nobody and made all decisions himself

· Formed a secret police

· 100,000 people arrested and executed for treason

· Yongle’s New Capital

· Hongwu’s son Yongle took power after his father’s death – continued absolute rule

· Moved capital from Nanjing to Beijing in the north

· One motive – strengthen country’s defenses in the north

· Rebuilt great wall in the north

· Another motive – return seat of government to China’s northern heartland

· Foreign Relations Under the Ming

· Design of Beijing meant to reinforce idea of China as Middle Kingdom or center of the world

· At the heart was the Forbidden City – seat of Chinese power

· Tributary System

· Surrounding lands treated as tribute states

· Had to pay tribute of money or good to more powerful state

· Began with the Hans but expanded with the Mings

· Included Vietnam, Korea, Japan
· Every year country sent diplomat to kowtow to emperor

· Touch ground with ones head as sign of respect – showed submission to China

· Tribute vs. Trade

· Tributes were sent to emperor with diplomat – Emperor sent gifts in return

· Created peaceful borders – no need for trade

· Peace meant money could be spent on public-works projects, not army

· Negative – merchants not valued in new system began to smuggle

· Ming Maritime Expeditions

· Tribute system inspired sea voyages to win more tributary states

· Zheng He was leader

· First voyage – 300 ships and 27,000 men – to India

· Other voyages to Persian Gulf and east coast of Africa

· China Turns Inward

· Stopped voyages in 1433
· Cost

· Had everything they needed at home

· Contacts with outside world turned inward

China’s Influence on the World
· China’s Influence in East Asia

· The Impact of Chinese Thought

· Confucianism and Buddhism spread to other parts of East Asia

· Vietnam, Korea, Japan formed governments based on Confucian ideas

· Scholar-officials ran the bureaucracies

· Chinese Art and Culture

· Vietnam, Korea, Japan borrowed Chinese writing system and adapted to their needs

· Chinese styles of painting, music, and architecture were imported

· Korea and Japan built capitols modeled after Chang’an

· Adopted chopsticks and Chinese wok

· China’s Worldwide Impact

· Paper and Printing

· Paper first went to Muslim lands (900’s) and replaced papyrus and then to Europe

· Not certain if printing followed similar pattern

· Did Europeans develop printing independently or was the idea brought to them?

· Gunpowder & magnetic compass

· Passed through Muslims on way to Europe

· Same for magnetic compass

· Other Key Inventions

· Sternpost rudder

· Watertight compartments for sea travel

· Water pumps and wheel barrows were used in farming

· Developed the harness for draft animals

· Weaving and spinning machines

· Silk cloth

· Porcelain dishes

· Paper money

· All stopped when China turned inward

