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Introduction

Welcome to US History. This is a year long comprehensive course covering the history of the United States from the early Native Americans and explorers up through the 20th century. This course will require students to not only learn about what has happened in the past, but also how events from the past have affected the present. Beyond the textbook, students will watch videos pertaining to the time period as well as journal entries and articles and letters from individuals from the time period. 

Textbook

The Americans. Danzer, Klor de Alva, Krieger, Wilson, and Woloch. 

Students will be expected to have their textbooks with them every day in class.

Schedule

1st Semester:

The first semester will be focused on covering topics of exploration, early colonial history, the American Revolution, Manifest Destiny, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. This encompasses the first 200-300 years of American History.

2nd Semester:


The second semester will begin with in the late 1800’s and run up through World 
War 1, the Roaring 20’s, the Great Depression, World War 2, Korean Conflict, 
Vietnam War, Cold War, and modern history.

Grading Scale

90-100%= A

80-89%= B

70-79%= C

60-69%= D

Below 60%= F

Late Homework Policy

Late Homework will be accepted as long as it is turned in before the next scheduled test. However if the late work turned in is not fully completed, I will not accept it. It can also be given half credit at most.

Assessments

Exams (30% of Grade):


Exams will be given after every couple of chapters or major events. Exams will 
consist of multiple choice questions, essays, identifications, matching, etc. Exams 
are designed to find out comprehension of in depth ideas and specific events

Final Exam (10% of Grade):


The final exam must be at least 10% of grade as decided by Damien High School. 
The final exam is cumulative over the entire semester.

Research Papers/Projects (25% of Grade):


Research papers and Projects will be given throughout the year on specific topics. 
Students will need to find outside resources beyond the textbook to provide 
information when debating an argument. 

Quizzes (15% of Grade):


Quizzes can be both scheduled or unscheduled. They can be on readings from the 
textbook or lecture notes that we discussed. They can be in either multiple choice 
or short answer form. 

Classwork/Homework (20% of Grade):


Classwork/Homework can be based on questions from the textbook, write ups on 
videos watched or handouts given out, etc. 

All assignments will be posted on the grade book. Exams will be posted a week ahead of time. Quizzes and homework at least 1 day ahead of time.

Office Hours

During the Fall Semester, tutoring will be by appointment only due to my commitment to the water polo team.

During the Spring Semester, tutoring will be held every day from 7:10-7:40am.
Class Rules and Expectations
-No cell phones. 
-No cursing in class or any foul language will be tolerated. This includes racial comments or statements directed toward any student.

-No eating or drinking in class. All food and drinks must be finished before entering class or it will be thrown away. Water is allowed in class.

-There will be no talking while I am talking. Raise your hand if you have a question and wait until called on before speaking.

-Please wait until after class to get up and throw things away, otherwise it becomes a disruption.

-Be on time to class. Continual tardiness will result in discipline. 

-No gum chewing in class.

-Anyone caught defacing school property (drawing on desks, walls, etc…) will not be tolerated and result in an automatic Saturday detention.

Any violations of these rules as well as other situations I deem an issue can and will result in a detention. Continual violations of these rules will result in disciplinary actions by the deans including Saturday detentions.

This course is designed to reward the students who put effort into the course. I understand that history is not everyone’s favorite or best class. If that is the case, as long as you put effort in by doing all work to its fullest, you can pass the course. 

