
U.S. History Syllabus 

Diamond Bar High School 
 

Instructor:  Mr. Gabriel Aguilar  Email: gaguilar@wvusd.k12.ca.us  

      Phone: (909)594-1405   ext. 33512 

 

Welcome to United States History.  As you begin your junior year at Diamond Bar High 

School, I would like to provide you with a preview of what to expect this year in your 

new U.S. History class. 

  

My objective for this class is simple: To provide every student with the opportunity to 

develop the skills necessary to flourish in their lives beyond my classroom.   
 

“But what the heck does that have to do with U.S. History, Mr. Aguilar?”   

Answer: Nothing and everything…simultaneously!   

 

Our study of history will be a vehicle for reflecting on how the decisions we make today 

will impact our future lives.  By examining the successes and failures of those Americans 

that have come before us, you will be better equipped to understand the complex role you 

play as a member of our society.   

 

We will do plenty of reading, writing, map work, skills assignments, homework, 

computer projects, group work, and even create and view historical videos.  There will 

always be a good "mix" of activities to ensure a high level of enthusiasm and learning.  

As with everything in life, you’ll get out, what you put in. 

 

 

Course Description and Objectives 

 U.S history is a two semester course that is guided by the California State 

Standards.  This is a survey course which will cover the entire history of the United 

States, while focusing largely on the periods from 1876 to the present.  Students will 

focus on major events, historical figures, and the controversies surrounding those events 

and figures that contributed in transforming our world into what it is today.  Students will 

gain a deeper understanding of our country’s diverse ethnic composition, and the multiple 

perspectives from which our history can be viewed. 
  

In addition to the study of our nation’s history, this class will focus on building the 

following academic skills: 

 Develop the READING, WRITING, SPEAKING and LISTENING skill sets, as 

described in the Common Core State Standards. 

 Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause, and effect, compare and 

contrast 

 Develop a strong understanding of the research and writing process  

 Interpret and apply data from original (primary)documents, including cartoons, 

graphs, letters, etc 

 Work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems 

 

Required Materials 

Textbook (The Americans) – McDougal Littell (Book is to remain at home) 

***A class set of textbooks will be available for in-class use.   
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I.         ATTENDANCE AND TARDIES 

A. Students are expected to attend class every day.  If you MUST be absent, it is 

YOUR responsibility to obtain and complete missed work.  Students are 

allowed 1 day to complete makeup work for each day they are absent. 

Check out the teacher webpage at www.dbhs.org for daily assignments and 

resources in order to keep up with the class. 

B. Students are subject to the DBHS Tardy Policy that is posted in the classroom 

and student handbook.  Students are allowed three tardies per SEMESTER.  

The instructor will let the students know that they have been marked tardy for 

the day.  Any tardies after the third "warning" will result in a referral to the 

GLC.  Refer to Tardy Policy in this packet for further details. 

C. If you are tardy, you are expected to be seated immediately and catch up with 

the daily lesson.  Rude behavior or interruptions of the class because of 

tardiness will be dealt with on an individual basis. 

 

II. GRADING 

A. Assignments are awarded points according to the rigor of the assignment, 

quality of work and completion of all objectives.  Your accumulated points 

will be assigned the traditional scale of: 

 

A= 90%      B=80%      C= 70%      D= 60%       F= below 60% 

B. Points are earned in the following categories: daily assignments, homework, 

exams, projects, extra-credit and participation. 

C. Late assignments will be accepted for reduced credit, up to 2 days past the due 

date.  After that...students will receive a zero for the assignment. 

D. Grades are not “Given” by the teacher… They are “Earned” by the student! 

   

III. EXTRA CREDIT 

The instructor will notify students of these opportunities.  Students may also 

inquire about or suggest task that would be worthy of class credit.  

 

IV. BEHAVIOR 

A. For as long as I am teaching, my class will always reflect a warm, safe, and 

inviting atmosphere.  We will always observe common courtesy, common 

sense, and etiquette. 

B. Honesty and Respect must always be present in order to ensure that we 

achieve success in this class. 

C. There will be no tolerance for any of the following behaviors, and such 

behavior will result in disciplinary action: 

1. Disruption of instruction or Defiance 

2. Use of obscenities of any form 

3. Making inappropriate, offensive, or threatening remarks towards others 

4. Use of electronic devices, such as cell phones, in class. 

5. Defacing or deliberately destroying other students' property or school 

property 

6. Sleeping in class 

7. Working on assignments from other classes  

8. Personal Grooming (applying make-up/lotions/sprays, brushing hair, …) 
 

http://www.dbhs.org/

