English 3-4 A: Beowulf Vocabulary List

· Agon=battle or struggle
· Alliteration=repetition of initial consonant sounds
· Anathema=thing devoted to evil, curse
· Archetype/Archetypal= the original pattern or model of which all things of the same type are representations or copies; prototype
· Assonance=repetition of vowel sounds
· Barrow=ancient burial site consisting of a large mound of earth and stones

· Caesura=pause usually near the middle of  a line of verse
· Consonance=repetition of consonant sounds
· Enjambment=the continuation of the sense and grammatical construction from one line of poetry to the next
· Ethos= distinguishing character, sentiment, moral nature or guiding beliefs of a person, group or institution (similar to worldview)
· Foil=someone or something that serves as a contrast to another (e.g. Grendel acts as a foil for Beowulf.)
· Juxtaposition=the placing of two things side by side
· Kenning= a poetic substitute for a noun, used repeatedly as a memory device
· Mead=an alcoholic beverage made from fermented honey and water
· Mead hall= large central hall for eating and drinking
· Scop=a storyteller poet
· Thane= a man granted land or provisions from the king in return for military service
· Weregild=reparation payment
· Wyrd=fate
Words actually used in the poem (in the Burton Raffel translation)—for each provide the part of speech and definition. 
· Affliction

· Cowering

· Fetter

· Gorge

· Infamous

· Lament

· Livid

· Loathsome

· Murky

· Pilgrimage

· Purge

· Relish

· Talon

· Taut
· Writhing[image: image1.png]



