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Section 3-2

The Fossil Record
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Draw a line that has as many inches as you have years.

Mark the years at every inch.

For each year, record at least one major event that occurred, such as
starting grade school or learning how to ride a bike.

Give a title to the time line you just made.

Does Earth have atime line?

© Prentice-Hall, Inc. :



SCINCE

The History of Life FXPLORER

1. Two dinosaurs are buried by ash from an
erupting volcano.
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2. Minerals gradually replace the remains. Over
millions of years, the fossils become buried by
sediments.
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3. Running water cuts through the sedimentary

exposing the fossils.

rock layers
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Amber
Preserved ) found in
fossils
Tar
Fossils
Ice

Petrified
Carbon films fossils
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Life’s
History

is divided into

Precambrian
time

Cenozoic
era

Paleozoic Mesozoic
era era
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Gradualism
Slow and steady change

Punctuated Equilibria
Short periods of
rapid change
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Process of Evolution

Gradualism Punctuated Equilibrium

Short periods of
rapid change

Slow and steady

Sl New species

evolve :
Intermediate

forms rare

Intermediate
forms become
common
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