English 1 Syllabus

Instructor’s Contact Information:  
Ms. Borihane can be reached by telephone at Walnut High School 909-594-1333, or by email to the following address:  kborihane@wvusd.k12.ca.us
Mission Statement
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is my mission to encourage academic excellence through a challenging standards-based curriculum.  Students will engage in higher order thinking and problem solving, literature analysis, composition, and formal speaking.  
Grading Policy
97%-100%  = A+            87%-89%  = B+             77%-79%  = C+
93%-96%    = A               83%-86%  = B               73%-76%  = C
90%-92%    = A-             80%-82%  = B-              70%-72%  = C-

67%-69%  = D+             Less than 60%  = F
63%-66%  = D
60%-62%  = D-
Weighted Categories
Assessments (Tests, Essays, Quizzes, Formal Presentations, Projects): 50% 
Class assignments (Notes, Exercises, Activities, Review Questions, Journaling): 30%
Homework (Review Questions, Skills Practice, Research, Journaling): 10%
Citizenship Grade 10%
Absence Policy
For excused absences, students will be allowed the same number of missed days to make up work for full credit.  Upon return to class, students must check the class record binder to take note of the work they must make up.
Late Work
Work that is turned in late will be deducted a minimum of 50%.  Group work or individual components of group work MUST be presented on the day it is needed/required in class in order to receive credit.  Exceptional situations will be evaluated on an individual basis at the teacher’s discretion.
Participation and Citizenship
Participation is required for successful completion of the course.  This includes bringing all required materials to class, collaborating in groups, completing assignments, staying on task, asking questions, and being a proactive member of the class. This participation translates into a citizenship grade, which is 10% of a student’s overall grade.  Student participation will be evaluated based on teacher observation, student preparedness each day, and peer evaluation after group work.
School wide Tardy Policy
Students are expected to arrive on time or early to class.  Students will be reminded of possible consequences upon the first and second tardy of the semester.  Upon the third tardy the student will be referred to his or her GLC and receive a detention.  The fourth tardy will result in a referral, a detention, and a parent contact.  The fifth tardy will result in the assignment of a Saturday work program. Subsequent tardies are viewed as a disruption to the learning environment and may lead to further restrictions and consequences.
Cheating Policy
Walnut High School students should avoid academic dishonesty in all of its forms.  This includes plagiarism, fabrication, cheating and other misconduct.  Students who knowingly engage in academic dishonesty will receive a failing grade for the assignment or test and be given a referral to see their GLC.  Further consequences include parent notification, Saturday work program, on-campus suspension, suspension, and withdrawal of a college recommendation.  Students may be required to complete the assignment with genuine effort.
**Suggested Materials
· At least 2 single-subject notebooks, one for each semester
· Flash/USB drive
· Highlighters
· Pens/Pencils
· 3x5 notecards
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