Getting Ready to Write:

As you think about what you will write, answer the following questions about the passage included in the writing assignment.  The more up-front work you do to prepare, the stronger your essay will be.  

1. What are the author’s major claims?

2. Which claim is the strongest? The weakest? Has he left anyone out?

3. How credible is the author on this topic?

4. How does the argument affect you emotionally?

5. Has the author tried to manipulate your emotions? How? 

6. Generate ideas, points, and arguments to develop ideas about who is responsible (brainstorm, outline, web, cluster, etc.)

7. Consider the audience for your essay.  Think about what most people know and think about the topic of your paper and what their positions may be on this issue.  If you want to change the opinions of your audience, you need to think about persuasive techniques, both logical and emotional.

8. Formulate a working thesis to keep your writing focused: What is your response to the question asked by the prompt? 

9. What evidence have you found for your thesis? Make sure you have quotations from at least two sources in addition to Weintraub.

10. How much background information do your readers need to understand your topic and thesis? 

11. If readers were to disagree with your thesis or the validity of your support, what would you say to them?

Once you have your working thesis, show it to me so I can provide you with feedback before we begin the actual writing assignment. 

