APUSH – Reading Guide 
Chapter 8 – America Secedes from Empire 1775-183

I. Congress Drafts George Washington

1. Define: secede, secession

2. What was the significance of the Second Continental Congress? When did they meet and why?

II. Bunker Hill and Hessian Hirelings

3. What was the purpose of the Olive Branch Petition? What does this tell you about the colonial representatives? What was King George’s response?

III. Thomas Paine Preaches Common Sense/ Paine and the Idea of “Republicanism”
4. Why was the independence movement controversial amongst average American colonists?

5. Read Thomas Paine’s excerpt from Common Sense   on page 143. In your own words, briefly re-phrase his thoughts. 
6. What year was Common Sense published? Who was its author, and what was his intent? Was the author’s persuasive tone convincing to readers?

7. In your own words, discuss the concept of “republicanism”

IV. Jefferson’s “explanation of Independence”

8. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence? When was the document formally approved by Congress?
9. Why is the line “all men are created equal” controversial?
V. Patriots & Loyalists/ The Loyalist Exodus
10. Identify: Loyalists, Patriots

11. What percentage of the American colonists were “loyalists”?

12. What happened to loyalists after the Declaration of Independence?

VI. Revolution in Diplomacy

13. Why did France agree to help the American colonists in their war against Britain? Which American was entrusted with the negotiations in Paris, France?

VII. Blow and Counter Blow

14. Who is Benedict Arnold and what role did he play in the revolution?

VIII. The Land Frontier & the Sea Frontier

15. Why do you think some Native American Tribes joined the British side during the revolution?

16. What impact did the Revolution have on the Iroquois Confederacy?

IX. Yorktown and the Final Curtain

17. The Final Battle of the American Revolution was fought at ______________, in 1781.

X. Peace at Paris

18. What year was the Treaty of Paris signed? Why is this significant?

· Please Read “Whose Revolution” on pages 162-163 
