Body -   This is the analysis part! This is where you include a detailed explanation of strategies used by the writer. 

 When writing an analysis, you may work chronologically through the text. This means that you start at the beginning of the text and work your way through it by discussing what the writer is saying and the effectiveness of the strategies he/she is using at the beginning, middle, and end of the text. 

Sometimes this means that you will discuss each paragraph (one at a time), and sometimes this means that you will divide the text into sections and discuss the beginning, middle, and end of the text. Whether you discuss each paragraph or each section depends on the length and organization of the text itself. 

Or you can move through the passage by breaking into strategies the writer uses.

 To help you move chronologically through the text, there are transition words you can use. A few of them are listed below: 

Begins         opens        closes        contrasts         Shifts to        juxtaposes        ends moves to 

Every analysis paragraph MUST: 

Identify the part of the text you are analyzing by using transition words and strong verbs to explain what is being said. 

Identify the strongest rhetorical strategies used. This includes incorporating specific text examples.

Do NOT try to discuss every strategy the writer uses; pick the strongest! 

Clearly and specifically explain how the rhetorical strategies are used to help the writer achieve his purpose and reach his audience. 

The above items must be woven together seamlessly into one sophisticated paragraph of the body of your analysis essay. A sample format is below: 

FORMAT and EXAMPLE [from Pres. Reagan’s speech after the space shuttle Challenger explosion in the 1980s]: 

1. The first sentence identifies which section of the text you are discussing and the main idea of that section. 

 (Writer’s last name) (transition word) his/her (type of text) by (strong verb) that (main idea of this section of the text). 

 Reagan begins his tribute to the Challenger astronauts by acknowledging that the shuttle accident has appropriately postponed his planned State of the Union address and by expressing the depth of his and his wife’s personal grief. 

2. The second sentence conveys the writer’s support for the main idea by identifying and providing a specific example for one rhetorical strategy used by the writer. [This sentence is repeated if you want to discuss more than one rhetorical strategy.] 

He appeals to the mournful emotions of the audience by admitting that he and Nancy are “pained to the core” (3), that today is rightfully a “day for mourning and remembering” (2-3), and that the accident is “truly a national loss” (4). 

3. The third sentence explains how the rhetorical strategies you discussed in the previous sentences help the writer achieve his purpose by using an in order to statement. 

 He joins in this time of mourning in order to unify the nation and humbly admit that “we share this pain with all of the people of our country” (4). 

4. The fourth sentence identifies the effect of the writer’s use of these rhetorical strategies on the audience. 

This outpouring of emotion from the president conveys a calming tone that reassures the Nation that their grief is both understandable and proper. 

Put it all together and this is what one paragraph of the body of a rhetorical analysis essay might look like: 

Reagan begins his tribute to the Challenger astronauts by acknowledging that the shuttle accident has appropriately postponed his planned State of the Union address and by expressing the depth of his and his wife’s personal grief. He appeals to the mournful emotions of the audience by admitting that he and Nancy are “pained to the core” (3), that today is rightfully a “day for mourning and remembering” (2-3), and that the accident is “truly a national loss” (4). He joins in this time of mourning in order to unify the nation and humbly admit that “we share this pain with all of the people of our country” (4). This outpouring of emotion from the president conveys a calming tone that reassures the Nation that their grief is both understandable and proper. 

Conclusion 

The conclusion is probably the easiest part. Be brief. In one-two sentences, simply remind your reader of the things you said in the introduction. 

