Early Renaissance Art in Europe

chapter 17: Art of Italy


What is a city state?

Who were the wealthy patrons in each city?
The Renaissance is marked by the increasing use of the nude human figure.

What are some important works of art that focus on the nude form?

(Think Sandro Botticelli

 to start…)
What is the difference between rationally defined space and visually defined space?

What distinguishes Brunelleschi as an architect? What is the most marked characteristic of his artistic/architectural style?
Why is Leon Battista Alberti’s design (and execution) of the Church of Sant’Andrea so significant? 

Important Works

…that you must study, that you must be able to discuss the significance of, that you must commit to memory…. 

bronze doors for the Florence Cathedral Baptistry

Church of Orsanmichele

Antonio del Pollaiuolo

Battle of the Nudes
1465-70 engraving

Gentile da Fabriano

Adoration of the Magi

1423

International Gothic

Masaccio

fresco cycle in the Brancacci Chapel in the Church of Sanata del Carmine in Florence

The Expulsion from Paradise
Trinity

Santa Maria Novella, Florence
Fra Angelico 
Annuciation

Dominican Monastery of San Marco

1441-1445

Piero della Francesca

Bacci Chapel of the Church of San Francesco Arezzo

1454-1458

fresco cycle The Legend of the True Cross
Battista Sforza 
Frederico da Montefletro

1472-1473

Domenico Ghirlandaio

Sassetti Chapel

Church of Santa Trinita Florence

1482-1486

Sandro Botticelli

Primavera 1482

The Birth of Venus 1484-86

Mystic Nativity 1500










“Patronage of the arts was an important public activity with political overtones” (Stokstad 649).





Florence





Milan





Mantua





Ferrara





Urbino








Artists—influenced by the ancient Greeks and Romans—began to celebrate the human body as a representation of God’s majesty/genius/divine plan.





the male nude: usually Adam, Jesus, or St. Sebastian





the female nude: rare until the end of the 15th century, usually Eve and Venus 
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