Important Rhetorical Devices (Literary Devices) 

to note in Beowulf


Beowulf is a hero. In order to describe his greatness, epithets are used in place of his name in the epic poem.  Find 5 epithets within the text that connotes his greatness.

	EPITHET
	Found where? Line #s

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


There are several biblical allusions in the epic poem. Find 3 biblical allusions found in the stories and explain its purpose/lesson it gives to the reader/listener.  You may NOT use the allusion of Cain (since we’ve covered this extensively in class).

	Biblical allusion (Short quote + Line #s)
	Purpose/Lesson for reader

	
	

	
	

	
	


For effect, the writer of our version of Beowulf uses repetition in the form of alliteration (sound repetition), parallel structure (grammatical repetition), and repetition of words. Give two examples of each. Then, explain the Tone (the author’s opinion) or Mood (the general feeling of the situation) that is developed with the use of this rhetorical device.

	Alliteration: 
Short Quote, Line #s
	Tone/Mood developed

	
	

	
	


	Parallel Structure: 

Short Quote, Line #s
	Tone/Mood developed

	
	

	
	


	Repetition of Words:

Short Quote, Line #s
	Tone/Mood developed

	
	

	
	


