Bless Me, Ultima Extended Study Questions

1. What kind of god does Ultima worship?

2. Compare and contrast the settings of the church, the school, and the landscape, analyzing why the author portrays each the way he does and how each affects the reader.

3. Compare and contrast Tony’s priestly actions—when he recites the Act of Contrition for Lupito, when he hears Narciso’s confession, when he hears the first confession of Horse and Bones and witnesses Florence’s refusal to confess.

4. Review the sequence and content of the blessings that take place in this novel—both those that Tony gives to others and the one he receives at the end.  What is the significance of each, and why does Anaya organize them the way he does?

5. Will Tony become a priest?

6. What makes Tony so faithful to his parents, when his brothers are leaving home?

7. At what point in the story does Tony lose his innocence?

8. What does the Golden Carp represent?

9. Would Florence have believed in the Golden Carp?

10. How can Tony feel so strongly about being a priest and still doubt God? 

