August 20, 2012
Dear Parent or Guardian,

As you are aware, your son/daughter is enrolled in AP European History.  For most students this is their first experience in an Advanced Placement class.  The class will be challenging as they work at the college level with the goal of passing with a score of 3 or better. Please be aware that if your son or daughter scored at the proficient level (vs. advanced) in World History Honors or English Honors last year then they may struggle so they may need to put in more time studying and reading as well as ask for help at the earliest stage. 
Saturday May 4 I will be giving their “final exam” for the class which will be a 3 hour AP exam which will include 80 multiple choice questions and 3 essays.  This will give them the confidence to take the real exam on May 15.  Please put Saturday May 4 on your calendar as a date for their final exam.  The exam cannot be made up.  The real AP exam is scheduled for Wednesday May 15 from 12:00 to about 4PM.  Please keep the days between their final exam and the actual exam free of distraction.
Since the goal of this class is to pass the AP exam in May grades will be: 80% exams and essays and 20% homework.  The main factor that dictates a student’s grade is their chapter tests scores.  Students need to learn how to study material from the textbook independent of the lectures in class.  Students whose grades are lower than desired need to work on studying the book more intensely and may need to create study groups.  The homework is very important as it is heavily based on primary sources students are expected to know when they take the exam in May.  I also use the homework as the participation boost for their grades.  They must do all assignments to qualify for bonus points at the end of the school year to boost both semester grades.
Grades cannot be changed as a result of their score on the actual AP exam.  I do however feel that students should be rewarded for the heavy workload and challenging content of the course.  In order for my students to pass and for many to achieve 4’s and 5’s I will need to grade essays at a very high level and so to offset the lower grades students often get on essays until they learn what it takes to do well on the essay portion of the exam I will include a participation boost in their semester grades at the end of the school year.     In order to qualify for a participation boost at the end of the year all students must complete all homework on time or in some cases in a timely manner discussed with the teacher. 

I understand that ________________________(fill in student’s name) must complete all assignments given during the year in order to qualify for a participation boost in their semester grades at the end of the school year.


Parent/guardian signature_______________________________________


Student signature ______________________________________________  
Also, to enhance our understanding and appreciation of historical events the class may view relevant movies or documentary clips to enhance the lectures.  After the AP exam is over we will watch historical based films.  A few of these films are rated R, so I need your permission to allow your child to see them if I decide to show them.  The films in question have R ratings primarily due to strong language and violence that is usually related to war topics.  Please rest assured that any sexual content would be censored in the viewing process.

If you do not object to your child seeing these films, please sign the appropriate box below.  If you do object, please sign where indicated and I will provide an alternate activity.  I will list the films that I have shown before or might show.  I may show films that are not on the list below if they are not rated R.  Only a few of these films listed below are R rated.  Since there are only a few weeks after the AP exam only a few films will shown at that time.

Thank you,

Ms. Puzo and Mr. Wood
Yes, my child may watch these films. (please sign) _____________________

No, I do not give permission for my child to watch R rated films. ________________

Gallipoli

Schindler’s List

Saving Private Ryan

Lawrence of Arabia

The Killing Fields

Luther

Enemy at the Gate

Master and Commander

Swing Kids

Girl with a Pearl Earring

The Pianist

Joyeux Noel

Elizabeth

Frankenstein
Young Victoria
All AP students will need access to the Internet for assignments.  Handouts and assignments will be posted on the Walnut High School web site under European History.
.

