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Showing v. Telling 

The best creative writers have the ability to show what they are describing rather than simply telling you what they are describing. In a sense, creative writers are verbal scene painters. Below, you will find lines that “tell” from various “I am From” poems that fellow classmates have written. Take these descriptions that tell and rewrite them as descriptions that show using the strategies discussed in class today. 

Strategy 1: Cash adjectives for verbs.

Strategy 2: Cash adjectives for details.

1. “I am like a nerd…” 

2. “I am from the hot and spicy posole…” 

3. “I am…from my father making fun of the funny looking man next to him.” 

4. “I am from a beautiful, strong mother.” 

5. “I’m from a family large in size.” 

6. “I am from the cemetery where my lovely auntie is buried.” 

7. “I am from…the dumbest, meanest dean ever.” 

8. “I am from a small house with a lot of rooms.” 

