AP English Literature and Composition

Terms for AP Exam Review and Preparation

Use your DiYanni textbook, the Cliff’s AP prep book and your terms study aides from last year’s AP Language exam preparation to study and review the terms listed below. Note due date on AP Exam Review assignment sheet.

Allegory

Alliteration
All-knowing narrator

Allusion

ambiguity

Anapest, anapestic

Antagonist

antecedent

Antithesis

Apostrophe

Archetype

Aside

Assonance

attitude

Ballad

Ballad meter

Ballad stanza

Bathos

Bildungsroman

Blank verse

Burlesque

Cacophony

Caesura

Carpe diem

clause

Closed couplet

Conceit

Concrete poetry, calligram

Connotation

Consonance

Conventional symbol

Cosmic irony

Couplet

Dactyl, dactylic

Denotation

Denouement

Details

Devices of sound

Dues ex machine

Dialect

Diction

Didactic 
digression

Dimeter

Dramatic irony

Dramatic monologue

Dramatic situation

Dynamic character

Elegy

ellipses

End rime

End-stopped line

English sonnet

Envoy

Epigram

Epiphany

Epistolary novel

euphemism

Euphony

Exact rime

Eye rime

Feminine rime

Figure of speech

Figurative language

Fixed form

Flat character

Foot

Foreshadowing

Free verse

grotesque

Hamartia

Heptameter

Heroic couplet

Hexameter

Hubris

Hyperbole

iamb, iambic, iambic meter

Iambic pentameter

Image/Imagery- visual, auditory, tactile/kinesthetic, gustatory,olfactory

In media res

Internal rhyme

Irony- situational, cosmic/of fate, verbal

Ironic point of view

Irony of fate

Italian/Petrarchan sonnet

jargon

Katharsis/Catharsis
Levels of diction

Lyric

Masculine rime

Metaphor

Meter

Metonymy

Missed metaphor

Modify- grammar term

Monosyllabic foot

Narrative poem

Narrative techniques

Narrator

Narrative point of view- 1st person singular “I”; first person plural “we”; second person “you”; third person omniscient, all knowing; third person limited, reportorial (who,what, where, when, why)
Naturalism

Neoclassical period

Octameter

Octave

Off rime

Omniscient narrator

Onomatopoeia

Open form

Overstatement

Oxymoron

Parable

Paradox

Parallel, parallelism, parallel structure, parallel construction
Parody

Pentameter

Persona

Personification

Poetic diction

Point of view- 1st, 2nd, 3rd omniscient, 3rd limited
Prose poem

Prosody

Protagonist

Pun

Purgation

Quatrain

Realism

Recognition

Refrain

reliability

Resources of language, rhetorical techniques, strategy

Restoration period

Reversal

Rhetorical question

Rhyme/rime

Rhyme royal

Rhythm
Rime scheme

Sarcasm

Satiric comedy

Scansion

Sentence types- declarative, imperative, interrogative, exclamatory; periodic sentence; Loose sentence
Sestina

Setting

Simile

Slant time

Soliloquy

Sonnet

Spondee

Static character

Stock character

Story of initiation

Stream of consciousness

Stress

Structure, organization

Style

Syllabic verse

Syllogism

Symbol

Symbolist movement

Synecdoche

syntax

Tercet

Terza rima

Tetrameter

Theme

Tone

Total omniscience

Tragedy
Tragic flaw

Tragic irony

Trimeter
Understatement

Unreliable narrator

Verbal irony

Verse

Vers libre
Villanelle
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