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MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW PRINCIPAL,                             

THERESA WEDAA 

If you haven't heard the news, we're on the right path. We recently learned that our 
school's API increased from 860 to 901!  This is a tremendous achievement on the 
part of the Teachers, students, staff and parents.   

Since school started, your Governing Council has met four times and committees 
have met once. Although only required to meet once a month, it was critical for the 
Governing Council to meet more frequently at the beginning of the year to set up 
the Charter governing structure and to make key decisions on how to proceed to-
ward the goals of the charter. 

Following is a brief summary we thought you would find 
important as you support your student's success. 

At Serrania Charter for Enriched Studies, our mission is 
to provide our students with an engaging educational 
experience that supports intellectual, social/emotional 
and physical development. 

Serrania Charter focuses on: 

 Engaging children to work to their highest potential. 

 Maximizing student success. 

 Increasing interactive, hands-on learning. 

 Encouraging the use of innovative teaching methods. 
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MARK YOUR                     
CALENDARS: 

SCES Newsletter 

Food Drive 11/ 5-16 

Parent Discussion 11/7 

Parent Conferences 11/8-9  

15-16 

Movie Night 11/9 

Restaurant Night 11/14 

Thanksgiving Vaca-

tion 

11/19-     

11/23 

Kid’s Holiday Gift 

Shop 

11/29-

12/07 

Awards Assembly 11/30 

Spell-a-thon 11/30 

Parent Discussion 12/05 

Winter Program 12/11-

12/12 

Restaurant Night 12/12 

Winter Break 12/17-

01/04 

Our school motto is 

Inspiration, 

 Imagination, 

 Innovation 



FOS NEWS: 

 

Thank you to the following parents and staff members 

who donate their time for your school!  We need more 

involvement – we need YOUR help!  Terms are ending 

and we need new parents to step up and help!  Help out 

now and get to know what the jobs are like! 

Officers: 

FOS President – Shannon Hall – president or co-

president is needed for next year! 

Treasurer – Lisa Hassas – treasurer is needed for next 

year! 

Secretary – Lauri Aud – secretary is needed for next year! 

Staff Members – Carol Bonelli and Theresa Wedaa 

Committee/Fundraising Chairs 

General Appeal – Amy Klosterman 

Fall Art Fundraiser – Yevette Peterson, Karen Solari, 

Shannon Hall 

Spellathon / Walkathon – Manda Gholikhani and Wendy 

Salazar 

Holiday Gift Shops – Shannon Hall 

Advertising (banners, newsletter, flyers) – Debi Shaoalian 

Afterschool Enrichment Classes – Jessica Gillearn and 

Amy Lichtenstein – additional chairs needed 

Newsletter/Website – Orit Bonver 

Luck of the Draw – Lauri Aud  

Spring Fun Fair – Coordinator – Shannon Hall 

Food Chair – Justin Barenbaum 

Entertainment Chair – Andy Weisser   

chairperson needed for Booths 

chairperson needed for Drawing 

Outdoor Movie Night – Shannon Hall / chairperson needed 

ORDER YOUR          

YEARBOOK  TODAY!! 

Early Bird Special  

2012-2013 Yearbooks  

Order Yours NOW! 

Soft Cover $22.00 

Hard Cover $27.00 

Orders must be received 

by : December 14, 2012  

(Regular yearbook price Soft 

Cover $26/ Hard Cover $31)  

Don’t Miss Out 

You can order online at 

ybpay.lifetouch.com, 

Yearbook ID Code 

10244513 

Or 

Make checks payable to: 

Serrania Charter and turn 

it to the office 
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REGISTER YOUR TARGET CARD IN THE "TAKE CHARGE OF EDUCATION" 

PROGRAM TO CONTRIBUTE MONEY BACK TO SERRANIA CHARTER FOR ENRICHED 

STUDIES WITH EVERY PURCHASE YOU MAKE! 

There's another simple way for you to help raise fund for 

SCES  - All you have to do is register your Target RED-

card or your Target VISA and a percentage of each pur-

chase you make will be donated back to your school.  This 

money is used for items not covered by the budget. 

To date – Thus far since the inception of this program 

Target has given $22,783 to our school!!! This year alone 

we raised $1,123 with only 73 registered card holders.  

Imagine how much more we can raise if we all registered our cards.  It only takes a minute 

of your time.   

Thanks to REDcard purchases enrolled, Take Charge of Education has reported over $300 

million nationwide going to classrooms for much needed items. 

ENROLL TODAY - AT www.target.com/tcoe or call 1-800-316-6142 - Designate Serrania. 

Calling all e-Waste! We will be having an eWaste drive on 

January 26th and are starting to collect items now. We are 

looking for old computer monitors and towers, televisions, 

printers, copiers, etc.. Please bring your items to the audi-

torium. 

E-WASTE DRIVE 



“We realized 
that a sum-

mer at camp 
could help a 
child learn 
how to fail 

and more im-
portantly, 

how to grow 
from that  
failure. “ 

 

PARENT DISCUSSION 

GROUP 

Don’t forget to attend these 

FREE discussions.  

These Discussion Groups 

are open to everyone and 

feature volunteer profes-

sionals facilitators at every 

meeting.  The groups are a 

place for parents to discuss 

relevant topics and share 

ideas and strategies. 

Meetings are held at 8AM 

in the Parent Center, Room 1 

Nov 7: Mindful Parenting 

Dec 5: Preparing for 

Emergencies 

Jan 9: Homework Strate-

gies 

Feb 6: Anger Management 

for Parents and Children. 

How can children deal with 

Bullying? 

March 6: Parents Taking 

Care of Children and Par-

ents: The Sandwich Gener-

ation 

April 3: Should We En-

courage Children to be In-

dependent? 

May 1: Is Earning Allow-

ance Important? 

More to Come! 

Any Questions?                  

Andy Weisser: 

aweisser@earthlink.net 
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INDEPTH LOOK AT OUR LAST DISCUSSION GROUP: 

THE VALUE OF STRUGGLE 

By Ryan Rosen, Director, Camp Kinneret Summer Day Camp, campkinneret.com 

How can struggle be a good thing for children? Years ago we had an applicant who was the 

picture perfect camp counselor candidate: captain of the football team, homecoming king, 

prom king, ‘A’ student, UCLA freshman. But lurking below the surface of this super successful 

person was a major flaw.  

School came easy to him, so getting a 4.0 GPA didn’t require a lot of work. He had an easy-

going personality, so his peers liked him. He was a naturally gifted athlete, so his teammates 

looked up to him. When he wanted to get better in sports, he could improve through repetition 

and practice. But with so much easy success, he never learned what to do when he failed.  

He struggled during the first week of the summer. He was trying as hard as he could, but each 

day was harder. When we sat down to discuss his struggles, he couldn’t understand why his 

methods weren’t working and he wanted to keep doing it his way.  

Ultimately, it was clear that he didn’t want to continue in an environment where he wasn’t be-

ing successful, so he quit.  

Through that experience, we realized the importance of our campers learning how to fail. We 

would play games on the field and there would be no more “ties,” one team would win and one 

would lose. When they lost, we helped them understand why they high five one another after a 

game. And when they didn’t get a bullseye at archery, we could help them learn that sometimes 

you have to ask for help to improve. And when they were up high in the trees, intimidated by 

the ropes course, they could learn the importance of supporting their peers while being 

coached by the instructor.  

A few years later, we heard from that counselor who shared that his failure at camp was a turn-

ing point for him. He explained that during his freshman year, he was struggling with his clas-

ses and he didn’t know what to do. After his experience at camp, he knew he needed to listen to 

others to improve. At that point, we realized that a summer at camp could help a child learn 

how to fail and more importantly, how to grow from that failure. As parents, you have daily 

opportunities to help your children become more resilient and confident through their failures.  

                                                                     Here are a few related suggestions for parents:  

 Instead of resolving problems for your children, ask 

them, “How can I help you?”  

 When your children say they can’t, ask them to say “I 

don’t know how, can you show me?”  

 Encourage your children to take responsibility for their 

failure and ask them “what could you do differently 

next time to have a different outcome?”  

 Help illustrate choices and the decision-making pro-

cess for your children by talking through your process.  

 Allow your children to see you fail and demonstrate 

the process of learning from it.  

                                                                    Ryan is a Serrania Charter volunteer who facilitated our                   

                                                                    recent  parent discussion group about this topic. 



Thank you to all the 

families who attended Halloween 

Craft Night.  We had a blast mak-

ing crafts, dancing, playing and 

building our community. We 

managed to have lots of fun while 

raising $800 for our school.  

HALLOWEEN 

CRAFT 

 NIGHT 
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We will finish our unit, Families and Neighbors this month. We have learned how important families 

and neighbors are and especially how important we are to our families. We have learned about maps 

and the many people that work in our community. In math we are working on different strategies to 

help us learn basic addition and subtraction facts. In character education we are discussing how to rec-

ognize the feelings of others and how to control our behavior. All the first graders are enjoying the new 

music program. We are looking forward to parent conferences and the holidays ahead.  
 

1st Grade Teachers, 

Mrs. Bonelli, Mrs. Parks, Mrs. Kerr and Mrs. Fischman 

FIRST GRADE CORNER 

Always wondering what books are best for your child's age and grade? Introducing - BOOK CORNER! 

Suggested reading for our kids. Help your child be empowered by reading books they'll be interested in 

and excited about! 

 

THIS MONTH WE'RE FEATURING: Early readers - Grades K, 1st: 

 

I Spy Fly Guy - Scholastic 2009 - Tedd Arnold -  This is a silly book (7th in a series of 

"Fly Guy" books) that is great for reluctant readers. Silly and fun content. Buzz and his 

pet Fly Guy are playing a game of hide n' seek when Fly Guy gets whisked off to the 

dump and Buzz must find him.  

  

 

Little Mouse Gets Ready - Toon Books 2009 -  Mama is calling for little 

mouse to get ready and go - a fun read great for beginners about a mouse get-

ting dressed, with a surprise ending. 

 

  

The Magic School Bus Plants Seeds -  Joanna Cole, Bruce Degan - A book 

about how living things grow, ages 6+ - The Magic School House Bus has long 

been an elementary reading favorite. Let your child's imagine run wild while 

learning about how things grow in this fun, adventure filled book while Ms. Friz-

zle and her class go on an adventure. 

  

FIRST GRADE BOOK CORNER 

5 


