Chapter 5: Mass Society and Democracy

Section 1: Growth of Industrial Prosperity

First Industrial Revolution: Textiles, Iron, Coal, Railroads

Second Industrial Revolution: Steel, Chemical, Petroleum, and electricity

New Products  

Steel Replaces Iron (1870 - 1914) Bessemer process 

Electricity 

First generators 1870s

Street cars 

Factory Machines

Hydroelectric Power 1910

Inventors and Inventions
Edison: Light bulb (formed General Electric)
Bell: Telephone (formed American Telephone and Telegraph)
Marconi: Radio; first trans-Atlantic transmission in 1901.
Internal Combustion Engine: Oil and Gas Provide new source of power 

Ocean Liners, Automobiles, Airplanes

Inventions 

Wright Brothers: First powered flight, First Fix-Winged plane 1903

Henry Ford: Model-T

New Patterns

Assembly Lines 

Mass production

Two Economic Zones

Industrial West
High Standard of living 

Advanced Transportation 

Southern and Eastern Europe 
provided food and raw materials

Lower standard of living 

World Economy

Gold Standard and Financial investment

Europe 

Capital 

Industries

Military might

Non-Western World 

Provides Markets 

Organizing the Working Class

Communists and Socialists are critical of capitalist system

Socialist parties emerge

Marxist Theories
Karl Marx authors The Communist Manifesto -1848 and Das Kapital 1862
Marx predicts the workers will violently overthrow the middle class 
(business owners)


Workers – Proletarians are oppressed by the middle class

Will create a classless society with the absence of private property

Revisionism (Christian Socialism/ Utopian Socialists)
Socialist parties emerge rejecting the idea of violent revolution but 
achieve socialism through legislative change (Fabian Socialism)

Non revolutionary Marxists 

1862 - First International promoted socialist goals 

(They believed in violent revolution)

1875 - Germany Founded SPD – Social Democratic Party

1889 - Second International Formed 

(They embraced incremental, non-violent change)
1912 – SPD is the largest political party in Germany
Trade Unionism 

1870 – Unions win the right to strike in Great Britain  

1900 – Unions form the Labour Party in Great Britain 
1905 - Labour Party wins National elections in Great Britain 

1914 - Labor unions have gained acceptance in Europe

Section 2: The Emergence of Mass Society

Government becomes concerned with the condition of the majority


Clean water, sewage and public health issues


Roads and Schools

Social Structure and Mass Society


The New Elite - Top 5% Controlled 30 – 40% of the wealth by the early 1900s 

Industrialist- Bankers, Merchants 

Middle Class – Preached their values to the upper class and the lower class.


Shared Values:  Puritan work ethic, Christian morality and mission
Upper Middle Class - Doctors, Lawyers, Civil Servants, Engineers, Business managers, Accountants

Lower Middle Class – Shop Keepers, Traders, Prosperous farmers Traveling salesman Bookkeepers, secretaries
Working Classes – Made up of 80% of Europe’s population by the early 1900s 


In Western Europe it was urbanized and consisted of:



 Skilled artisans and semi-skilled laborers



 Day laborers (men) and domestic servants (women) were largely 




unskilled.

In Eastern Europe it was often…


Landholding peasants, farm laborers and share croppers.


Improved Standard of Living



Reforms created better housing and cleaner streets.



Higher wages



Increased supply of consumer goods led to lower prices.



Workers could now buy extra clothes and had money for leisure activities.



Through collective bargaining and government reform, workers received a 

ten hour work day with a half day of work on Saturday.
Experiences of Women


New Job Experiences

 Due to the shortage of white collar (professional) workers, women were given 
the opportunity to work in traditional male jobs for lower pay.

Marriage and the Family 

      Middle Class



The family was the central institution of society.



Men were the wage earners and women were to care for the family.



Cult of Domesticity: Caring for family is the most honorable activity of 


women
.



Women’s Rights



Feminism




Natural Rights to own property, divorce, 




Access to education and enter the professions



Health Care/ Nursing




Anna Sieveking: created in Hamburg, Germany The Female 



Association for the Care of the Poor and Sick



Florence Nightingale started nursing profession during the 




Crimean War.



Clara Barton: The Red Cross


Suffrage: the right to vote



Seneca Falls 1848



Emmeline Pankhurst: created in Great Britain The Women’s 



Social and Political Union
Changes in Education and Leisure


Universal Education (Compulsory Education)



Second Industrial Revolution jobs required it



Political choice, the power of literacy



Inculturization 

Development of Mass Media



Newspapers



Advertising



Literature


Leisure Activities are scheduled time



Standardized activities for passive audiences



Evenings, weekends, a week in summer



Community dances, fairs



Amusement parks 



Professional sport teams

Section 3: The National State and Democracy


Western Europe and Political Democracy

                    Political Reform in Western Europe


Universal male suffrage



Ministerial responsibility: The prime minister is directly responsible to 


the elected legislature and not to the chief executive (monarch). 



Political Parties



Great Britain 



There had been a long history of a parliamentary two party system.




Conservative and Liberal Parties alternated power and were led 



by wealthy land owners and the wealthy upper class.





Suffrage reforms:





1867: 





1884:Farm laborers gained the right to vote




1918: all men over the age of 21 and women over the age 





of 30




Labour Party formed in 1900 to pursue the interests of workers.




Between 1906 and 1914, the Liberal Party worked closely with 



Labour to enact many basic reforms. One reform, the National 



Insurance Act of 1911, provided benefits for workers when they 



were sick or lost their job. 




France-



Napoleon III abdicates bringing an end to the Second Empire



The Third French Republic is set up but it takes five years to 



establish a new constitution. 




Due to the wide number of political parties, parliamentary 




government was weak; leading to frequent changing political 



alliances lead to coalition governments.



Italy




Problems of national identity




Disparate wealth of Industrial North and Agrarian South




Conflict between laborers and industrialists

Central and Eastern Europe: The Old Order



Germany – 




Otto von Bismarck leads economic and social reform.



William II dismisses Bismarck and leads the German state, 




seeks to blunt democratic reform by exercising strong foreign 



policy.


Austro-Hungarian Empire – 



In theory it was open to Parliamentary democracy but in reality 



Emperor Francis Joseph ignored the system, appointed and 



dismissed his own ministers and issued decrees and laws when 



government was not in session.




Nationalism was an ongoing concern: Czechs, Poles, Slavs




Bosnia Herzegovina was annexed in 1908 and increases the 



tension with the new state Serbia.


Russia – 



Industrialization and continued political repression.




Two Marxist parties go underground.




Bloody Sunday leads Czar Nicholas II to establish the Duma in 



1905. The Duma could only propose legislation.

The United States



Nationalism



Economy



Expansion


International Rivalries – 



Triple Entente: France, Great Britain(ENGLAND), Russia (FRE)


Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy (GAI)

International Crises



Sudan: Fashoda Incident


Balkans 



Morocco

Section 4: Toward the Modern Consciousness


Sciences: From Certainty to Uncertainty



Physics




Marie Curie: discovers radium and leads to new understandings 



about the atom.




Albert Einstein: Theory of Relativity; E= MC2 ; time and 



space are relative; if mass ceased to exist, so would time and space.



Psychoanalysis




Sigmund Freud: The Interpretation of Dreams; human behavior is 


determined from sub-conscious, repressed experiences. He is the 



founder of behavioral sciences.


Social Darwinism and Anti-Semitism



Social Darwinism- 



A theory forwarded by Herbert Spencer that said natural selection also 


applied to human society and as it did in business with free market 



capitalism. It became justification for extreme nationalism and racism in 


the late 19th and 20th centuries. 


Frenology: 


physical features determine intelligence



Anti-Semitism



Discrimination against Jews




Dreyfus Affair




Captain Alfred Dreyfus was falsely accused of selling military 



secrets to the Germans. Due to prejudice, a military court martial 



convicted him and imprisoned him at Devil’s Island.




Pogroms: persecutions and bloody massacres; hundreds of 




thousands migrate to escape persecution; around 25,000 




migrate to Palestine.


Zionism: Jewish nationalist movement popularized by Theodor Herzl in 


his book, The Jewish State. Zionist sought to create a Jewish state in 


Palestine.
Culture of Modernity


Modernism: rebels from traditional literary and artistic styles that have 
dominated European culture since the Renaissance.


Literature




Naturalist style: realistic and address social problems




Hardy





Conrad





Ibsen





Zola




Symbolists: belief that the world is a collection of symbols that 



reflects the true reality in the human mind.


Photography




Popularized by George Eastman with the Kodak camera 1888


Painting: In the late 19th Century there is a shift from realism to 




abstraction.




Impressionism: Outside of a studio, artists interpret the interplay 



of light on objects, capturing a scene as it might look at a glance.




Claude Monet




Post-Impressionism




Vincent van Gogh



Cubism





Paul Cezanne





Pablo Picaso




Abstract



Expressionism



Architecture




Functionalism: design should leave out unnecessary 




ornamentation or embellishment.



Chicago School of Design: Steel skyscrapers, reinforced concrete 



and steel free of ornamentation.



Frank Lloyd Wright: Harmony with man and nature



Music




Impressionist expressions





Ravel





Debussy




Expressive sounds and bold rhythms





Stravinsky: Rite of Spring was poorly received in 1914

