Hiroshima by John Hersey

Reading Schedule and Vocabulary  

Intro – WWII background

Intro – Japan map and WWII timeline

Chapter One 


Chapter One Vocabulary


Directions:  Write definitions and copy sentences for each vocabulary word.


A Noiseless Flash

1.  evacuated –   page 2


Pages 1 – 16


2.  rendezvous – page 2






3.  abstinence -   page 3

4. prominence – page 3

5. philanthropies –page 4

6. notorious – page 4

7. tyrannies – page 4

8. incendiary – page 8

9. pommelled – page 9

10. debris – page 9

11. hedonistic – page 9

12. incessant – page 9

13. convivial – page 10

14. xenophobic – page 11

15. repugnant – page 12

16. perished – page 14






Chapter One
A Noiseless Flash

Survivor Notes

Directions:  Take notes on six separate sheets of paper, one page for each person.  Include all of the following information along with page locations.  Not all of this information will be found in Chapter One.

1. title, first name, last name

2. appearance – features and clothing

3. age

4. occupation

5. education

6. languages spoken

7. hobbies / pastimes

8. location when bomb was dropped

9. family members or close friends and their names, locations, and ages

10. wartime diet

11. reason for being up early

12. activity at the time the bomb was dropped

13. rescued possessions

Reading Guide:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences on lined notebook paper.

1. What was the date and time when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima? (1)

2. How many people were killed by the atomic bomb? (2)

3. What was the peak population of Hiroshima before the war? (4)  What was the wartime population?

4. What did most Japanese houses look like? (5)

5. How did high school girls help with the war effort? (8)

6. What is the Japanese custom of care for hospitalized family members?  (9)

7. What was the Japanese view of seppuku, hara kiri, or suicide? (10)

Chapter Two


The Fire


Pages 17- 29

Directions:  Write definitions and copy sentences for each vocabulary word in chapter two.






Chapter Two Vocabulary

1. solicitous – page  17

2. panorama – page 18

3. miasma – page 18

4. intricately – page 19

5. conflagration – page 20

6. cached – page 20

7. incapacitated – page 24

8. anguished – page 26

9. apathetic – page 27

10. diarrhea – page 28

11. charred – page 29

12. paroxysm – page 34

13. nauseated – page 35

14. ionization – page 35

15. fission – page 35

16. prostrate – page 35

17. awesome – page 36

18. phenomena – page 36

19. tableau – page 37

20. diminished – page 38

21. convection –page 39

22. vortex – page 39

23. maimed – page 41

Survivor Notes   Chapter Two - Page 29 – 41

Directions:  Read chapter 2 and add this information to each note page along with page numbers.

14. Who did each survivor help?  How?

15. What injuries did the people they helped have?

16. What evacuation locations did each survivor go to first?  Next?

17. How had the survivor prepared for an emergency evacuation?

18. What was the damage to their residences?

19. How did their attitude toward injuries change?

20. What food did the evacuees find to eat?

Chapter Two Reading Guide

Directions:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences on lined paper.

1. What locations did the Japanese designate for emergency evacuations? (17)

2. How was the weather immediately affected by the bomb blast? (18-19/ 24)

3. What caused most of the ensuing fires? (20)

4. How much medical staff remained in Hiroshima after the bombing? (24)

5. What were the most common injuries of the seriously wounded? (25)

6. Approximately how many people in Hiroshima were not injured by the bombing? (25)

7. What is Shinto? (30)

8. How did the dying people behave? (36)

9. How did the wind continue to harass people in Asano Park? (39)

10. What food did the evacuees find to eat? (40)

Chapter Three
Details Are Being Investigated

Directions:  Write definitions and copy sentences for each vocabulary word in chapter three.


Details Are Being Investigated


Pages 42 – 54






Chapter Three Vocabulary

1. abrasions
page 46

2. bizarre
page 43

3. credence
page 62

4. festered
page 49

5. gangrene
page 55

6. grotesquely        43

7. havoc
page 42

8. immolate
page 56

9. lacerations page 46

10. moribund
page 63

11. pyre
page 63

12. putrid
page 54

13. queasy
page 52

14. shrine
page 64

15. sloughed
page 45

16. succor
page 42

17. suppurated
         45

           Pages 54 – 65

Survivor Notes
Directions:  Continue taking notes and adding page numbers for each survivor.

21. List actions, locations, injuries, and thoughts on August 8th, August 9th, August 10th, August 11th?

Reading Guide
Directions:  Answer chapter 3 questions in complete sentences on one side of the paper.

1. Why was Hiroshima a target for the first atomic bomb? (43)

2. What was the progression of the burned flesh wounds? (45)

3. Who was the U.S. President and what did he announce on August 7th? (44)

4. What triage method did doctors follow at the evacuation area?  (50)

5. What happened to the soldiers who looked directly at the atomic blast? (51)

6. When and where was the second atomic bomb dropped? (57)

7. How did people attempt to locate family members? (62)

8. How are Japanese dead treated? (63)

9. When and how do the Japanese people learn that WWII is over? (64)

10. What did the Japanese believe about Tenno? (65)

Chapter Four


Panic Grass and Feverfew

Directions:  Write a definition and copy the sentences for each vocabulary word in chapter 4.


Pages 66 – 80






Chapter Four Vocabulary

1. capricious

68

2. caricaturing
67

3. crux

90

4. decrepit

67

5. destitute

87

6. ethics

89

7. façade

86

8. hemorrhages
70

9. macabre

67

10. malaise

68

11. morbid

83

12. remnants

70

13. retrospect

76

14. scavenged

84

15. succumbed

76

16. swathed

71

17. talismanic

67

18. verdancy

69

19. vitality

87

         8 - Pages 80 –90

Survivor Notes

Directions:  Continue taking notes on each survivor along with page numbers.

22. What were the conditions with work, housing, family and friends each month for one year?

Reading Guide

Directions:  Answer the questions in complete sentences on lined paper.

1. Describe the size and looks of the “scar.” (67)

2. How is the destruction and misery of Hiroshima similar to a specific, recent disaster?

3. What are the symptoms of radiation sickness? (68)

4. What was the effect of radiation on plants? (70)

5. What rumor about the bomb angered the Japanese? (72)

6. What was interesting about the shadows and silhouettes scientists saw near the center of the explosion? (73)

7. What was the treatment and recovery period for radiation sickness? (74-75 / 77-78)

8. Describe the first stage of radiation sickness? (76)

9. When does the second stage of radiation sickness begin and what are the symptoms? (77)

10. What are keloids? (77)

11. What happened to the human reproductive systems of bomb victims? (78)

12. How many usable buildings remained in Hiroshima after the bombing? (81)

13. Why aren’t cities building bomb shelters to protect citizens from atomic warfare? (82)

14. Why did some of the survivors suffer relapses? (85)

15. What are some of the ethical arguments for and against the use of the bomb? ( 89-90)

Chapter Five


The Aftermath

Survivor Notes
Directions:  Update notes with the physical, emotional, personal, political and philosophical changes that occurred in the next forty years.

        Pages 91 – 111

        Pages 111 – 131

        Pages 131 – 153

Japanese Vocabulary

Directions:  Take notes on the Japanese vocabulary throughout the reading.  Most of the definitions appear in appositives.

1. tonarigumi – page 4

2. tansu – page 4

3. san – page 13

4. Shu Jesusu, awaremi tamai – page 13

5. gambare – page 14

6. tasukete – page 18

7. itai - 19

8. bokuzuki – page  19

9. Molotoffano banakago – 23

10. sensei - 26

11. tasukete - 28

12. kure – 28

13. mizu – 31

14. kaba – 62

15. baka - 62

16. Tenno – 64

17. yen – 84

18. banzai – 88

19. Kimi ga yo – 88

20. shikata ganai – 89

21. hibakusha – 92

Hiroshima Reading Schedule

Monday, May 3

Read chapter 1 pgs. 1-16


Begin working on notes and vocabulary
May 4 or May 5

Take notes on six sheets of paper


Include required information for each character 

Vocabulary -Write definitions and sentences


Complete Reading Guide – chapter 1

· Finish anything not completed for homework

Thursday, May 6

Read chapter 2 pgs. 17-29


Vocabulary – Write definitions and copy sentences (homework)

Friday, May 7

Read pages 29-41 finish chap. 2

Add required notes to character pages


Answer reading guide chapter 2

*  Finish anything not completed for homework
Monday, May 10

Read chapter 3  pages 42-54


Vocabulary – Write definitions and copy sentences (homework)

May 11 or May 12


Test chapters 1- 2





Finish chap.  3  pages 54-65


Continue notes for each survivor


Draw character sketch – finish for homework
Thursday, May 13


present character sketches

 May 14




Read chapter 4    pgs. 66-80


Vocabulary – Write definitions and copy sentences (homework)

 May 17




Read chapter 4      pgs. 80-90


Survivor notes

May 18 or 19



Reading Guide chapter 4






Test – chapters 3-4
May 20




Read chapter 5 pgs. 91-111


Update notes

May 21




Read chapter 5 pages 111- 131

Notes
Monday, May 24


 Finish book pgs. 131-153

Notes
May 25




Review Hiroshima

May 26




Hiroshima Final Test

If you are absent, please continue with reading guide.
