Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights of Women
Objectives:

· Comprehend content vocabulary words and terminology

· Paraphrase the text by section

· Identify the author's subject, purpose, and audience

· Describe the writer’s position on women's education in 18th-century England

· Analyze the writer's rhetorical devices and powers of persuasion

· Evaluate the argument put forth by the writer

Terms:

· Non-fiction--The literary form of choice of the 18th century; reflected an environment of ideas, progress, innovation and experimentation

· Types of nonfiction: essays, biographies, autobiographies, letters, memoirs, speeches

· Essay--A short work of non-fiction that offers a writer's opinion on a particular subject; a way for English writers to express their views on public matters and bring about social reform

· Expository--exposition--A statement or rhetorical discourse intended to give information about or an explanation of difficult material

· Rhetoric--The art of speaking or writing effectively; the study of writing or speaking as a means of communication or persuasion

· Argumentation--Speech or writing intended to convince an audience that a proposal should be adopted or rejected; starts with an opinion & is supported with evidence

· Annotation--the act of annotating--adding notes by way of comment or explanation

Methods of persuasion:

1.

2.

3.

Rhetorical devices:

1.

2.

3.

4. 

Part 1 Questions
1. What view of women does Wollstonecraft have and what evidence does she use to support her claims?
2. Wollstonecraft agrees with the idea that men are naturally superior to women in what way?
3. Wollstonecraft believes the primary goal of “the false system of education” is to make women into what?
4. Complete a partial SOAPSTONE for A Vindication of the Rights of Women:

Subject:

Audience:

Purpose:

5. What is Wollstonecraft’s argument against the system of marriage? Why doesn’t she think it’s beneficial for women?

6. What parallel construction is used in the sentence starting “And this desire…”? (2)

7. How does Wollstonecraft suggest that a woman “make herself respectable”?

8. How does Wollstonecraft’s own performance in her essay demonstrate the qualities she advocates for all women?

9. What type of marriage does Wollstonecraft condemn toward the end of her essay?

10. What is the parallel construction that unifies the sentence beginning “If all the faculties…”? (4)

