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3rd Quarter Post Assessment

Sectionalism 

Directions: Complete the Tree Map below that answers the question:  Was it possible to stop the sectionalism that was dividing the United States before the Civil War? 

Use knowledge you have learned about in class along with additional research in answering the question along with completing the tree map. Use an additional paper if more space is required. Also, rate yourself on the rubric on the back of this paper when you are done with the Tree Map.
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Sectionalism Rubric
1. Honestly rate yourself on the below rubric.

	
	Advance (4)
	Proficient(3)
	Partially Proficient (2)
	Novice (1)

	Content
	Tree Map develops a thesis/position and has fully developed supporting ideas with details/examples (such as from additional outside research)
	Tree Map develops a thesis/position and has adequate supporting ideas with details/examples.
	Tree Map is mostly focused on the thesis/position and has partial supporting ideas with partial details/examples.
	Tree Map is minimally focused on the thesis/position and has little to no supporting details/examples or unrelated supporting details/examples. 



	Organization
	Reasons are well organized, sequential and well supported with details.


	Reasons are organized, sequential and supported with details.
	Reasons are not developed and /or has limited supporting detail.
	Reasons are incomplete and/or lacks supporting detail.

	Opinion
	Opinions are logical, well stated and persuasive.


	Opinions are clear, and somewhat persuasive.
	Opinions are not clearly stated and are not persuasive.
	Opinions are missing.


Answer the following in complete and detailed sentences:

2. Does the United States still experience "sectionalism" in today's world? Clearly explain your answer using specific details.

The Growth of Sectionalism Before the Civil War
After the Compromise of 1850, which would divide up and help to balance the power between slave-holding and free states in Congress, sectionalism became more severe. The Compromise of 1850 exposed the stark division between the north and south before the Civil War because of the want to maintain legislative power in Congress, and many components of the Compromise actually facilitated the division between the north and the south. One of the most prominent problems of sectionalism in the Compromise stemmed from the new Fugitive Slave Act that was rewritten from the old law from 1793.

In 1852, two years after the Compromise enacted the new Fugitive Slave Act, "Uncle Tom's Cabin" by Harriett Beecher Stowe became a best-seller in both the United States as well as Europe as Stowe's reaction to the Fugitive Slave Act. Naturally, such an attack on the law that benefited the southern slaveholders drew immense opposition. The novel divided the country further, as northern abolitionists used the book as a window to what the horrors of slavery in America actually were, leading most states in the south to ban the book. Tensions were further tried during the time of a fugitive slave named Anthony Burns.

As a slave after the Comprise, Anthony Burns had escaped from the Virginian plantation he worked on, escaping into the free northern states. Due to the Fugitive Slave Act under the presidency of Franklin Pierce, Burns was recaptured in the northern states and returned back to the plantation. All across the north this news became an outrage, and individual states in the north passed "liberty laws" as well as forming the Anti-Man Hunting League in New England. The idea of these laws and these groups was to use as much state power as possible to get in the way of and impede the federal government's actions in hunting and returning escaped slaves. Much like Stowe's novel, these laws drew praise from northern abolitionists and harsh hostility from southerners, especially slaveholders. In addition to the north against the south, these events would also be a prelude to the overwhelmingly dominating issue of states' rights against the federal government that would ultimately lead to the American Civil War.

The Missouri Compromise, which was passed many years before and drew a line across the center of the United States to determine which states were slave states and which were free, was called into question and reviewed in 1854, two years after Democratic nominee Franklin Pierce was elected president and the controversy surrounding Anthony Burns ensued. In 1854 the Kansas-Nebraska Act was passed, which required self-determinism, or popular sovereignty, in states in the Mideast that were not yet resolved to be free or slaveholding. A split over the support of the Kansas-Nebraska Act led to a division and the disintegration of the Whig Party, but from the destruction of the Whig Party came the Know-Nothing Party. The Know-Nothings were short lived and were based off of opposition to immigration, but it would eventually collapse. From the destroyed Whig and American (Know-Nothing) Parties came the Republican Party, a Party founded to oppose the Democratic Party.

Though the Republican Party was founded to stand opposite the Democratic Party, it was not founded by abolitionists who wanted emancipation nationwide. Instead, the Republican Party's leaders, including Abraham Lincoln, wanted only to stop the spread of slavery from moving westward, but in fact most Republicans were contented with slavery as long as its dominion did not expand. The Republican Party grew strong from the dying American Party and the Northern Democrats who had been opposed slavery. Despite this strength, the Republican nominee, John Fremont, lost the first election that had a Republican ticket. Instead, Democratic nominee James Buchanan won the Presidential Election of 1856.

Sectionalism in the form of violence propelled America more quickly towards Civil War. "Bleeding Kansas" came as a reaction to the Kansas-Nebraska Act, as Kansas was one of the states that was left to popular sovereignty in determining if it was to be slaveholding or free. "Bleeding Kansas" was the name for the string of violence that stemmed between abolitionist and pro-slavery activists. This led to a stronger split in Congress, with still-President Franklin Pierce siding with pro-slavery activists and Charles Sumner, a politician from New England, strongly supporting the abolitionists in Kansas. Days after Sumner had delivered a speech before Congress in support of the abolitionists he was attacked by Preston Brooks, who used his cane to assault Sumner and prevent him from returning to his duties as a Senator for three years. James Buchanan would be the last president before the election of 1860, where despite not winning a majority of the popular election Abraham Lincoln's election would repel southern slaveholding states from the whole Union and toward secession.
Information from:

http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/1328389/the_growth_of_sectionalism_before_the.html
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What would the US be like without Sectionalism?








Reason 1





Reason 2





Reason 3














