Personification in “Trees” 

Trees

by Joyce Kilmer

I think that I shall never see

A poem as lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest

Against the earth's sweet flowing breast;

A tree that looks at God all day,

And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in Summer wear

A nest of robins in her hair,

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;

Who intimately lives with rain.

Poems are made by fools like me,

But only God can make a tree.

1. List three ways in which the tree is personified in this poem.  

2. What else is personified in this poem? 

3. Do you recognize any other types of figurative language (i.e…metaphors, similes) in this poem? 

4. Choose one line from the poem that describes trees using personification. Re-write this description without personification. Then explain why you think authors like to give non-human things human characteristics. 
	The Clod and the Pebble

	 -William Blake 

	"Love seeketh not itself to please, 

	Nor for itself hath any care, 

	But for another gives its ease, 

	And builds a Heaven in Hell's despair." 

	So sung a little Clod of Clay 

	Trodden with the cattle's feet, 

	But a Pebble of the brook 

	Warbled out these metres meet:

	"Love seeketh only self to please, 

	To bind another to its delight, 

	Joys in another's loss of ease, 

	And builds a Hell in Heaven's despite." 

	 


1. In complete sentences, describe two things that are being personified in this poem and tell how they are being personified. 

2. What is the primary difference between the way the clod and pebble see things? Support your responses with quotes from the poem. 

3. What do you think is a major theme in this poem? How do you know? Write down one line that supports this theme. 

