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Chapter Review/Summary
After the fall of the Mauryan dynasty in India, the subcontinent slipped into a period of factionalism and internal rivalries.  The Guptas managed to briefly reunite most of India, until they too succumbed to factionalism.  The rise of Buddhism threatened the supremacy of Hinduism; by 1000 C.E. Islam would provide an even greater threat.  Nomadic tribes from Central Asia would unite most of modern India and usher in a period of centralized control and religious change.

New states began to emerge in Southeast Asia during this period.  Sitting astride an important crossroads between two oceans and two civilizations, they were influenced by both China and India, but they created a uniquely diverse culture of their own.

	Pg 242:  The Good Life in Medieval India:  Fa Xian, The Travels of Fa Xian

	

	What evidence do you see here for the caste system?  What caste did Fa Xian find particularly interesting?


	

	What dietary prohibitions does this passage document?  Are these Hindu or Buddhist in origin?


	

	What freedoms in the lives of the common people does Fa Xian find noteworthy?  How might these have contrasted with Chinese conditions in the fifth century?

	

	
	

	Pg 243:  Map 9.1.  The Gupta Empire  
	

	Why is the era of the Gupta Dynasty known as the “Classical Age” of Indian civilization?
	

	What is the relationship between the former Kushan Empire and the Gupta Empire?


	

	Describe the flourishing of commerce and trade under the Gupta rulers.


	

	What geographical feature limited this empire in the north?  In the south?  What non-geographical elements prevented further spread of the empire to the south?  


	

	
	

	Pg 245: The Education of a Brahmin:  Xuan Zang, Records of Western Countries
	

	How is Xuan Zang's description of philosophy similar to the original sense of this word as introduced in Chapter Four?


	

	Of what elements does the education of a brahmin consist?  At what age is he considered ready to undertake an occupation?


	

	What sort of life, according to Xuan Zang, was the most admirable of all?  What elements of the author's Buddhist sensibilities are reflected here?


	

	
	

	Pg 246:  Map 9.2.  India at the Death of Mahmud of Ghazni
	

	When was the Ghazni empire founded?  How is the foundation of this state related to Islamic trade interests in India?

	

	Why was Mahmud of Ghazni given the epithet "sword of Islam"?  Who opposed him?


	

	How did the Colas and the Mongols act to limit the extend of this empire?


	

	
	

	Pg 247:  Map 9.3.  The Empire of Tamerlane
	

	How did Tamerlane rise to power?  


	

	In what ways were his military tactics comparable to those of Ghengis Khan?


	

	Which ancient empires occupied the area Tamerlane conquered?  Which modern countries occupy this area today?


	

	
	

	Pg 249:  The Islamic Conquest of India:  A Muslim Ruler Suppresses Hindu Practices


	

	What was the origin of the Islamic prohibition against alcohol?


	

	Explain how the following played a part in the conflict between Hinduism and Islam in India:  monotheism, hierarchy, priests, beef, idolatry, and sexual frankness in art.  


	

	Why did the sudra find Islam appealing?


	

	How are Ala-ud-din's difficulties similar to those lawmakers faced in this country during the time of Prohibition?  Why does the Muslim ruler soften his laws to allow private drinking in the end? 


	

	Pg 230:  The Practice of Sati:  Duarte Barbosa, On Sati
	

	What was Barbosa attempting to describe when he noted "three classes of Heathen"?


	

	How is the practice of sati evidence of the patriarchal nature of Indian society?  How does it demonstrate the severe distinctions drawn between the upper and lower classes?


	

	Why would a widow not be encouraged to live on after her husband?  Or to marry again and perhaps have more children?


	

	Was the woman who threw herself on the pyre truly happy and acting of her own free will?  What details in Barbosa's account support such a conclusion?  Do you believe it?  


	

	
	

	Pg 251:  Untouchables in South India:  Duarte Barbosa, From the Land of Malabar

	

	What similarity do you see between the behavior of the untouchables in this passage and the passage "The Good Life in Medieval India" above?  Why were such alerting actions deemed necessary?


	

	Why was Barbosa's opinion of the Poleas so low?  


	

	Whom did Barbosa probably interview in order to learn about the Poleas?


	

	How might this passage, along with the passage on sati above, attest to the status of women in Indian society in the medieval era?

Southeast Asian Primary Sources:

Pg 257:  The Kingdom of Angkor:  Chau Ju-kua, Records of Foreign Nations

	

	How does this document demonstrate both Indian and Chinese influence on religious life in Angkor?


	

	Does this passage attest to Theravada or Mahayana practices in Angkor Thom?  


	

	
	

	Pg 258:  Map 9.4.  Southeast Asia in the Thirteenth Century


	

	Who were the enemies of Angkor?  How did the Thai contribute to this state's decline?


	

	Where is the Strait of Malacca on this map?  Why was it so crucial for trade in Southeast Asia?  Which of these states controlled it in the thirteenth century?


	


Quiz

Multiple Choice:

1.
What brought wealth to the Kushan kingdom?


a.
trade along the Silk Road


b.
gold coins


c.
the cotton cloth of northern India


d.
the gold trade from Africa

2.
Who was the greatest of the Kushan rulers?


a.
Cola


b.
Periplus


c.
Kanishka


d.
Mahayana

3.
Who founded the Gupta dynasty?


a.
Samudragupta


b.
Kanishka


c.
Nirvana


d.
Chandragupta

4.
Those who emphasized the original teachings of Siddharthat Guatama established which school of Buddhism?


a.
Theravada


b.
Mahayana


c.
Vedic


d.
none of the above.

5.
Mahayana Buddhism


a.
believed Nirvana could be achieved only through attention to behavior.


b.
believed Nirvana could be achieved through  devotion.


c.
attempted to provide hope to the masses.


d.
both b and c.

6.
Mahayana followers believed who could help individuals achieve Nirvana?


a.
Buddha


b.
bodhisattva


c.
Hinayana


d.
no one but yourself

7.
Where did Theravada Buddhism remain strong?


a.
Sri Lanka


b.
northern India


c.
Central Asia


d.
southern India

8.
What allowed all classes of Indians to have the possibility of improving one’s karma through ritual?


a.
bhakti


b.
Brahmin


c.
bodhisattva


d.
Hinayana

9.
By 1030 who had gained control of much of India and began to import Islam?


a.
Chandragupta


b.
Samanid


c.
Mahmud


d.
Rajputs

10.
______ were aristocratic Hindu clans who fought hard to resist Islamic incursions into India.


a.
Mahmud


b.
Rajputs


c.
Bodhisattvas


d.
Timurs

11.
Who ruled a powerful empire from Samarkand in the mid-1300s?


a.
Tughluq


b.
Mahmud


c.
Tamerlane


d.
Ala-ud-din

12.
Who was most likely to convert to Islam in Indian society?


a.
merchants


b.
government officials


c.
untouchables


d.
all of the above

13.
_____ was the Hindu female deity who was the symbol of fertility.


a.
Purdah


b.
Devi


c.
Sati


d.
Sudra

14.
Who founded Sikhism?


a.
Punjab


b.
Nanak


c.
Mughal


d.
none of the above

15.
What examples of Indian architecture and art are visible in Mamallapuram?


a.
cave temples


b.
Sun Temple


c.
shore temple


d.
both a and c

16.
Who wrote The Cloud Messenger?


a.
Kalidasa


b.
Shakuntala


c.
Sanskrit


d.
Dandin

17.
Which of the following was NOT an agricultural society of Southeast Asia?


a.
Pagan


b.
Vietnam


c.
Angkor


d.
Srivijaya

18.
What led to the downfall of the Srivijaya kingdom?


a.
a devastating defeat by Cola


b.
shifting of the trade routes to the east


c.
defeat by Majapahit


d.
both a and b

19.
What is a kampong?


a.
the highest caste in Southeast Asian cultures


b.
a shadow play used for entertainment


c.
a southeast Asian village


d.
none of the above

20.
What is the best example of the architectural style that used massive stupas surmounted by a spire?


a.
Angkor Wat


b.
Shwedagon Pagoda


c.
Borobudur


d.
Mount Meru


True/False:
1.
Monsoon winds blow from the northeast in the summer.

a.
true

b.
false
2.
Theraveda Buddhism considers Buddhism as a salvationist creed.

a.
true

b.
false
3.
Hinduism adapted to counter the challenge of Buddhism.

a.
true
b.
false

4.
Tamerlane conquered Baghdad.

a.
true
b.
false

5.
Kalidas wrote The Ten Princes.

a.
true

b.
false
Short Answer/Essay:

	1.
What effect did the Kushan empire have upon Buddhism in India?


	

	2.
How had Buddhism changed since its founding by Siddhartha?


	

	3.
What were the effects of Islam in Indian society?


	

	4.
Describe Indian influence in Southeast Asia.


	

	5.
Explain the position of women in Southeast Asian communities.


	


