Tess of the D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy

notes and chapters 45-47

The Villain Returns: Alec D’Urberville

“’Remember, my lady, I was your master once! I will be your master again. 
If you are any man's wife you are mine!’” (dover, 267).  [chapter 47]
Definitions:

chador: a large cloth worn as a combination head covering, veil, and shawl usually by Muslim women especially in Iran 

burka: full burka or an Afghan burka and occasionally called a chador (چادر), is a garment which covers the entire body and face. The eyes are covered with a 'net curtain' allowing the woman to see but preventing other people from seeing her eyes; both kinds of burka are used by some Muslim women (as an interpretation of the hijab dress code) and the full burka was compulsory under Taliban rule in Afghanistan.

Babylon: a city or place of great luxury, sensuality, and often vice and corruption

tabernacle: A house or dwelling-place (sometimes a holy one)
Alec D'Urberville--Does he wish for a chador?

1. “’Don't look at me like that!’ he said abruptly.... ‘No, no! Don't beg my pardon. But since you wear a veil to hide your good looks, why don't you keep it down?’” (dover, 249/signet, 313).  [chapter 45]

2. “...’but I fear you at moments—far more than you need fear me at present; and to lessen my fear, put your hand upon that stone hand, and swear that you will never tempt me—by your charms or ways’” (dover, 250/signet, 315). [chapter 45]

3. “’I say in all earnestness that it is a shame for parents to bring up their girls in such dangerous ignorance of the gins and nets that the wicked may set for them, whether their motive be a good one or the result of simple indifference’” (dover, 253/signet, 319). [chapter 46]

4. “’Tess, my girl, I was on the way to, at least, social salvation till I saw you again!’ he said freakishly shaking her, as if she were a child. ‘And why then have you tempted me? I was firm as a man could be till I saw those eyes and that mouth again—surely there never was such a maddening mouth since Eve's!’ His voice sank, and a hot archness shot from his own black eyes. ‘You temptress, Tess; you dear damned witch of Babylon...’” (dover, 260/signet, 327). [chapter 46]





5. “’You say you don't? But you do! You haunt me. Those very eyes that you turned upon my with such a bitter flash a moment ago, they come to me just as you showed them then, in the night and in the day! Tess, ever since you told me of that child of ours, it is just as if my feelings, which have been flowing in a strong puritanical stream, had suddenly found a way open in the direction of you, and had all at once gushed through. The religious channel is left dry forthwith; and it is you who have done it!’”  (dover, 265). [chapter 47]






6. “’Of course you have done nothing except retain your pretty face and shapely figure. I saw it on the rick before you saw me—that tight pinafore-thing sets it off, and that wing-bonnet—you field-girls should never wear those bonnets if you wish to keep out of danger’” (dover, 265). [chapter 47]
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Reflection: And who does Tess blame? Has she been taught by society to reject her gorgeous “frame?” And what does Hardy not so subtly argue by deliberately describing her body as a “tabernacle?”

“And there was revived in her the wretched sentiment which had often come to her before, that in inhabiting the fleshly tabernacle with which nature had endowed her she was somehow doing wrong” (dover, 249/signet, 313).  [chapter 45]

