Exposition & Quotations
Title: Of Mice and Men – John Steinbeck
Setting: 

· Place: A farm near the Salinas River in Central California.  The setting is beautifully described by Steinbeck:  “A few miles south of Soledad, the Salinas River drops in close to the hillside bank and runs deep and green” (1).  

· Time: During the Great Depression.  This is not explicitly stated, but is implied when Lennie says, “They give us work cards and bus tickets” (5).  During the Great Depression, the government issued work cards to migrant workers.

Main Characters:

· George: He is the smarter of the two main characters, described as “small and quick, dark of face, with restless eyes and sharp, strong features” (2).  He takes care of Lennie.
· Lennie: He is slow-witted and relies on George.  He is described as “a huge man, shapeless of face, with large, pale eyes, with wide, sloping shoulders; and he walked heavily, dragging his feet” (2).  
Background Info:

George and Lennie are two men who are looking for work on a farm during the Great Depression.  It seems like they have been together for a long time – George looks out for Lennie.  There is some foreshadowing of problems they might encounter when George says to Lennie, “You ain’t gonna do no bad things like you done in Weed” (7).

Conflicts:

· Lennie and George argue because Lennie seems to be obsessed with petting small animals, which angers George who yells, “you’ve broken it petting it” about a small mouse that Lennie has killed (11).  
· George also seems to wish that he didn’t have to take care of Lennie all of the time. He even tells him, “if I was alone I could live so easy…no trouble” (16).  

