“The Crucible” CHARACTERIZATION ESSAY 

As a culminating assignment for our study of Arthur Miller's classic play The Crucible, students will write a character analysis of one of the main characters. A character analysis is more than a mere description of what the character is like. A detailed analysis contains information about what kind of person the character is, what motivates him/her to behave as they do, how his/her actions impact the lives of others, and what growth or lack thereof occurs throughout the course of the play.
Step 1: Choose a character to analyze.
Step 2: Decide on 2 essential traits the character possesses. HINT: The themes can be turned into traits (i.e. hypocrisy = hypocrite/hypocritical; guilt = guilty; revenge = vengeful; hysteria = instigator of hysteria; authority = authoritative/powerful/a leader; integrity = honorable/honest; courage = courageous; opposites, or lack of a trait, can work too, such as lack of integrity or dishonest)
Step 3: Find as many quotations from the text as possible to support what you say about the character. HINT: You collected many for your themes assignment and open minds; depending on the traits chosen, you may need to find more

Step 4: Complete the Essay Outline
Step 5: Type your analysis

· Must be typed according to the YLHS Style Guide

· Must have a title other than The Crucible or the name of your chosen character (BE CREATIVE)

· Must use quotations from the text to support your thesis

· Must vary your sentences: N2SSWTSWPP (No two sentences start with the same word per paragraph); do not start multiple sentences with The, A, or An (use the openers you have learned & transitions)(avoid starting sentences with coordinating conjunctions – FANBOYS)
· No first or second person (NO I, me, we, us, our, you, my, your)
· No DEAD words (RIP – stuff, things, a lot, good, bad, nice)

· Use present tense to discuss literature (i.e. The character is… NOT The character was…)
Step 6: Read what you wrote and ask someone else to read your essay.
Step 7: Turn in your completed essay, typed rough draft, essay outline, and this prompt/rubric on ______________________
