READING #3 CHAPTER 16----THE DUTCH
1. How and why were the United Provinces a unique republic in Europe?
2. How did the United Provinces gain their independence?
3. Why was William Of Orange not able to establish absolutism in the United Provinces?  How did the Estates General of Holland curtail his political and military ambitions?
4. How was the aristocracy of the United Provinces different from the usual European pattern?
5. How did the arts, especially painting, reflect 17c Dutch life?  What were some of the major themes that were stressed by Dutch artists of the period?
6. Why was the first half of the 17c sometimes called "The Dutch Half-Century?"
7. Why did tulips generate a speculation bubble in the 17c?
8. Why did the Dutch Republic decline at the end of the 17c?
 

