
Greek Mythology and Epic Poetry (p.822-835)
I. MYTHOLOGY

A. Myth: A __________________ story of ____________________________________________.

1. Many are about _______________________________; others are about _________________________________________________________________.

2. In many myths, human action is controlled or guided by _______________________

______________________________________________________________.

3. Many myths began as part of the ____________________: ____________________
______________________________________________________________.

B. Archetype: ______________________________________________________________.

1. Archetypal characters: (also give example of a character from a film who fits each archetype)

2. Archetypal themes: (also give example of a film which fits each archetype)

II. EPIC

A. A long _______________ poem about ________________________________.

B. Purpose:

C. The action in an epic center on the Epic Hero: whose primary goal is to save his nation or its people during a time of crisis. Gods may take part in the action or at least take an interest in what happens, sometimes intervening to affect the course of events.

D. Structure: _______________________________________________________________.

1. Like many epics, The Odyssey begins with an ________________, _________________________________________________________________.

i. Muses: _____________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.

E. The characteristics of an epic poem: (All must be met to be an epic poem)
F. An epic poem is narrated in predictable ways:

i. Figurative language: ___________________________________________.

ii. Epic simile: __________________________________________________.

G. Homer

1. Blind poet considered to be the father of the epic poem.

2. Usually gets the credit for writing two epic poems— _______________ and ________________ around ____________.

3. Why is he one of the great mysteries of literature?

H. It is important for us to study the conventions of an epic poem so that when we read The Odyssey, we will know why Homer used certain techniques.

1. Why do you think the works of Homer are still enjoyed today? In other words, why are they timeless?

2. How does the composition method of ancient Greek poets resemble that of a jazz musician?

III. THE ILIAD

A. Epic that presents an episode of the Trojan War.

B. Gods/Goddesses involved:

1. Athena, goddess of __________, sided with the ___________.

2. Aphrodite, goddess of __________, sided with the ___________.

C. Humans involved:

1. Paris, prince of __________.
2. Helen, the most _____________ woman in the world, wife of _____________.
3. Menelaus, king of __________, husband of __________.
4. Hector, brother of _____________, brave hero on the _____________ side, killer of _____________
5. Achilles, brave hero on the _____________ side who had only one weakness (__________)

D. What happened:
E. How is Odysseus involved:
IV. THE ODYSSEY

A. Epic that deals with the adventures of Odysseus as he makes his way back from __________ and with events that take place on __________, his homeland, just before and after his return.

B. Thematic concepts:

1. Hospitality as a serious and important obligation in the Greek culture—openness and offers of friendship to strangers will be pivotal to the action of the story. In Greek society, however, it was also necessary to be a polite and considerate guest. Both types of obligations will play a role in Odysseus’ attempts to return home and with the action on Ithaca while he is gone.

2. The dangers of hubris—this Greek word translates loosely as excessive pride that leads to destruction. Odysseus would certainly have fallen victim to the gods because of his hubris, had not Athena intervened a few times on his behalf. When Odysseus brazenly taunts the Cyclops, the one-eyed monster almost destroys Odysseus’ ships.

3. The importance of moderation—giving in to excess or temptation, whether food, drink, or other sensory pleasures, will cause a personal harm. The Sirens’ song leads to destruction, and the suitors’ desire for Penelope and the home of Odysseus causes their death.

4. The expected roles for men and women in Greek society—notice the demanding and superior manner that the suitors use with Penelope. Telemachus’ relationship with his mother and with the suitors changes, both as he grows older and as Odysseus’ return seems less certain.


