A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway







Please discuss the significance of this passage:

“They were washing him and wrapping him in something. I saw the little dark face and dark hand, but I did not see him move or hear him cry. The doctor was doing something to him. He looked upset…The doctor was busy with him. He held him up by the feet and slapped him. I did not wait to see it” (325).

How do I discuss the “key word” “it?”

What are “stock” phrases and sentence stems that I can use to focus on key words? 
How do I get started? 
How do I write the “right” way?

MODEL


The word “it” is significant in this passage, because Frederic Henry uses this word to detach himself from his newborn son. As he explains to the reader that he “did not wait to see it” (325), Frederic Henry actually turns away from his son and walks down the hallway to return to Catherine. Frederic Henry removes himself both physically and emotionally from his son. As the doctor works on his son, Frederic Henry begins to slowly realize that his son is not breathing or moving. The brutal realization that his son is indeed dead is marked by the word “it.” In the sentences immediately before, Frederic Henry had referred to his son as a “him;” suddenly he refers to his son as “it.” The word “it” is used to describe something that is lifeless. Frederic Henry’s son is lifeless. The word “it” is also used to demonstrate disregard—to identify an object that is not important enough to name. Frederic Henry seems to be willing himself to turn away from his son—to ignore him entirely.





MODEL


The word “it” is significant in this passage, because the use of this word marks Frederic Henry’s brutal realization that his newborn son is dead. In this same passage, Frederic Henry repeatedly refers to his son as “him.” As he turns away from the ineffectual doctor and his lifeless son, Frederic Henry refers to his son as “it.” He tells the reader, “I did not wait to see it” (325). The word “it” is used to refer to something that has no life: a table or a car. The word “it” is also used to refer to something that is not important even if the “thing” is alive. An animal is often referred to as an “it.” When Frederic Henry refers to his son as “it,” he is signaling to the reader that he has suddenly realized that his child is dead and with this realization decided that this child is no longer important.





�
The word “_______” is especially significant, because this word 


reveals


signals


focuses the reader on


foreshadows 


shifts the reader’s perception


recalls an earlier….


is symbolic of…..


communicates to the reader that…..


echoes an earlier….





The repetition of the phrase “_______” is significant, because this repetition signals that….





The word “_______” means _______, but this word also suggests __________.


(Then tie these meanings into the actual piece of evidence!)








The repetition of the word “____” is significant, because this repetition reveals that…….





The phrase “______” is significant, because this phrase recalls a moment earlier in the text when……..








