Name:________________________

Date:______________

Period:_____

Relative Fossil Dating

· Each card represents a particular rock layer with a collection of fossils. All of the fossils represented would be found in rocks found in the ocean. 

· The oldest layer (card) is the one with the letter M.  Place the other rock layers (cards) on top of each other with the oldest one on the bottom.

Analysis

1. Which organism is older, a trilobite or a pelecypod?  Explain your reasoning.

2. Which organism is older, a placoderm or a horn coral?  Explain your reasoning.

3. Draw a geologic timeline showing the order in which these species appeared on Earth with the oldest species on the bottom and the youngest on the top.




4. How do fossils provide evidence that life and environmental conditions have changed over time?
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trilobite, brachiopod








