Universal Truths
The following statements are universal truths about life with which few people will argue. After each statement, identify an event or events in the novel, which demonstrate in a specific way the reality of that truth.

Example: 
People will often work fanatically for a cause they believe in.



Mr. Malter works so hard for Zionism that he becomes ill.

1. We often dislike those whose behavior makes us feel inferior.

2. When we get to know people we often find our first impressions were wrong.

3. Sometimes when another person asks our help, it involves a difficult choice for us.

4. We often do not appreciate what we have until we are in danger of losing it.

5. Sometimes the full meaning of an event does not become clear to us until much later in our lives.

6. Our present actions are often influenced by past events.

7. We cannot expect all people to share the same perspective on all things.

8. Sometimes people conform to others’ wishes to protect themselves.

9. Experiencing difficult times can make us stronger.

10. Until we have shared another person’s experience, we do not always fully appreciate it.

11. Sometimes to accomplish a good thing we may have to do what appears to be a cruel thing.

12. We cannot care for another person without paying a price ourselves.

Each event listed below has its basis in some universal truth of human experience. Read each, and formulate a law of human experience to fit it.

Example: 
Danny grins at Reuven before he hits the baseball in anger.



Most people will give away their feelings by body actions or movements.

1. Danny goes to the library to read even though he knows his father would disapprove.

2. Reuven is angry with Danny and tells him to get out of the hospital room.

3. Danny asks Reuven to come to meet his father.

4. Mr. Malter asks Reuven to make Danny Saunders his friend.

5. Reb Saunders’s first wife and son were killed in Russia.

6. Professor Appleman explains that he was waiting all semester for Danny to come to him.

7. Reuven comes to dislike Reb Saunders intensely because of the silence between Danny and himself.

8. Reb Saunders allows Danny to become a psychologist.
