
 

 

 

Literary Device 

(definition) 

Says (CD) Means (CM) Matters (author’s 

purpose) 

1. Analogy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“all your righteousness, 

would have no more 

influence to uphold you 

and keep you out of hell, 

than a spider’s web would 

have to stop a fallen 

rock”(47). 

Edwards says that all of 

the good things that a 

person does can not keep 

him/her out of hell. He 

compares those things to a 

spider’s web and sinners to 

a fallen rock that would 

fall right through into hell. 

The audience would 

understand that all of the 

things they thought would 

save them will not and that 

they should convert to 

avoid falling. It appeals to 

fear because they wouldn’t 

want to fall into the pit of 

hell. 

2. Metaphor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

3. Simile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

4. Personification 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

5. Imagery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Define each of the following literary devices, find an example (quote) from 

“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” interpret the meaning, and explain how 

it supports Jonathan Edwards’ purpose. Cite from text using MLA documentation 

= “Quote” (105). 

 



 

 

 

1. In ________________________, Edwards employs/uses/ utilizes _____________ to create a 

____________ tone and to _____________________, which is his purpose for delivering this 

______________.  

2. Edwards employs/uses/ utilizes ____________ to convey/ communicate/emphasize the idea that 

_______________________when he states/proclaims/asserts “______________________________ 

_________________________________________”(     ).  

Literary Device 

(definition) 

Says (CD) Means (CM) Matters (author’s 

purpose) 

6. Repetition    

7. Alliteration    

8. Parallelism    

9. Oxymoron    

10. Connotative 

Diction / loaded 

words  

   


